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Jimmy Del Ray looks like a dangerous 
man, which is apparently why he’s so 
appealing to reader Gwen Babcock. 


GO GO, GIGOLO! 

Jimmy Del Ray is the boy your 
mother warned you about—good 
looking, self-confident, comfort- 
able with women, great body. And 
because of that, you wanted him. 

That’s probably why the 
“Gigolo” has risen in the polls 
faster than anyone else. 

He’s every woman’s fantasy 
come true. 

GWEN BABCOCK 
Silver Spring, MD 
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ALLIANCE WILL HOLD 

Wow! When manager Paul E. 
Dangerously puts together a total- 
ly incompatible group of career 
antagonists (“The Dangerous 
Alliance Is Back! ... And Ready To 
Self-Destruct,” September 1993), 
he really has success. Already he 
has thrust his men into the spot- 
light. 

Nevertheless, | think the group 
will hold despite their past rival- 
ries. Jimmy Snuka is slowing 
down after 25 pro years. Don 
Muraco is turning into Dusty 
Rhodes. The Dark Patriot is an 
overrated joker. And Eddie Gilbert 


is past his prime. 

Yet, see how successful 
they’ve been. Dangerously creat- 
ed the chemistry, and they won't 
want to throw their success away 
for some meaningless feuds. 

PETER KOWALCZYK 
Harrow, England 


INDEPENDENTS’ DAYS 

| thought the article on The 
Dangerous Alliance was brilliant! 
Most magazines do not carry sto- 
ries on ECW or any other inde- 
pendent federations. | was very 
impressed to see that THE 
WRESTLER covered this story. | 


Manager Paul E. Dangerously (left) guides The Dangerous Alliance and should be 
able to direct members such as Don Muraco (facing The Sandman) away from 
potentially counterproductive feuds, argues reader Peter Kowalczyk. 


didn’t even know Paul E. 
Dangerously was still around. 
| hope you keep the readers of 
this excellent magazine up-to- 
date on the independents, and 
especially on the ECW Danger- 
ous Alliance situation. It’s very 
interesting, to say the least! 
LEE WHITE 
Dalton, GA 
ROMA ROOTERS 
What a thrill to see Paul Roma 
wrestling again—and in WCW. He 
has the hottest body and most 
handsome face in all of wrestling 
(well, maybe Van Hammer quali- 
fies, too). We have missed Roma 
so much, but now that he is back, 
we are in seventh heaven. We 
worship him. 
NELL POMERANTZ 
GINNY WILSON 
TESSA DiMARCO 
Hempstead, NY 


KEEP IT UP, VINCE 

Congratulations to Vince 
McMahon; after all these years, 
he has finally made more of an 
effort to expand the WWF. One of 
his greatest achievements thus 
far has been bringing Jim 
Cornette and The Heavenly 
Bodies to his federation. He has 
actually been teaming up with 
Smoky Mountain Wrestling. 

Another accomplishment is that 
five years ago, when somebody 
left the WWF, they were never 
heard from again. Now they are 
constantly mentioned. I’m glad 
this change has come about. 
Also, recently the WWF and the 
USWA have been combining and 
trading wrestlers, such as when 
Papa Shango won the USWA title 
from Jerry Lawler. 

| hope for more changes in 
Vince McMahon’s attitude, like 
maybe one day teaming up with 
WCW for a joint event. Who 


oe. er tuts. 


jorseman Paul Roma’s looks make him a favorite among reader Nell Pomerantz 


and two of her cohorts. He’s also made himself a champion on the mat, too, team- 
ing with Arn Anderson for WCW’s World tag title. 


The WWF is applauded by reader 
Gareth Stearns for its talent alliance 
with the USWA, resulting in matches 
such as Jerry Lawler vs. Papa Shango. 


knows? The titles might even 
switch federations. They could 
call this new circuit the WCWF. 
Keep up the good work, Vince! 
GARETH STEARNS 
Fort Walton Beach, FL 


PLEASE BAN VAN 

Right on target was Dave 
Rosenbaum’s August 1993 “No 
Holds Barred,” stating that Big 
Van Vader and Harley Race 
should be banned from WCW. 

Vader’s actions, aided with 
suggestions from his manager, 
continue to tell us that some 
wrestlers, once the belt is around 
their waist, will go to any lengths 
to keep it there. Worse yet, once 
a big monster like Vader has it, 
what chance does any other 
wrestler have of getting it away 
from him, especially with Race at 
ringside? Men like Vader hang on 
to the belt indefinitely. 

| offer this suggestion: A time 
limit should be put on the belt. If a 
wrestler can hold on to the title at 
the end of that time limit, he will 
surrender it back, with an elimina- 
tion tournament held to find the 
next champion. Wearing the belt 
once a year should satisfy any 
wresiler’s ego and give deserving 
others a chance to share in the 
prestige and money that goes 

(Continued on page 50) 
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WRAT 


HAPPENING 


INCE MCMAHON IN the 

ring! And I’m not talking 

about the WWF head 
conducting interviews. Jerry 
“The King” Lawler and 
McMahon have been trading 
insults in the WWF broadcast- 
ers’ booth for months, but now 
it’s getting real personal. 

McMahon sat in Paul 
Neighbors’ corner for a recent 
Lawler-Neighbors match in 
Memphis; Pat Patterson was 
there as McMahon’s body- 
guard. While Lawler was chas- 
ing Neighbors around the ring, 
McMahon tripped “The King.” 
He further infuriated Lawler by 
taking a cheap shot at him 
while Patterson held him. 

“This just proves what I’ve 
said all along,” said Lawler. 
“WWF wrestlers are all cowards, 
and Vince is worse than any of 
them. | want him in the ring as 
soon as | can get him there.” 

At press time, negotiations 
for a match were actually 
underway! If McMahon were to 
enter the ring, it would likely 


An enraged Jerry Lawler goes after 
WWF head Vince McMahon, while refer- 
ee Frank Morrell tries to stop the attack, 
Might McMahon pull a Bob Armstrong 
and enter the ring against “The King”? 
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By. Bill Apter 


happen in the USWA, where 
he is already zooming to the 
top of fans’ most-hated list. 

A week after the Lawler- 


McMahon incident, Lawler 
faced Bret Hart in a steel cage 
match in Memphis. Who 
should come to the “Hitman’s” 


aid in Memphis but Giant 
Gonzales. The Argentine 
colossus entered the cage, and 
though his interference initially 
backfired and allowed Lawler 
to pin Hart, Gonzales and Hart 
pummeled Lawler after the 
match. “The King” was carried 
off on a stretcher. 

| can’t figure out Gonzales. 
He’s a rulebreaker in the WWF. 
Then he took a side trip to the 
USWA as a fan favorite, 
defeating the mysterious 
Vampire Warrior. Then later 
that evening, he attacks home- 
town favorite Lawler. 

What’s even more confusing 
is that at SummerSlam, where 
he was dominated by the pop- 
ular Undertaker in a “Rest In 
Peace” match, he attacked 
manager Harvey Wippleman 
after the match. Wippleman 
was floored during the bout by 
Undertaker’s manager, Paul 
Bearer, who made a dramatic 
reappearance. Bearer recov- 
ered Undertaker’s coveted urn, 


and the Giant wasn’t happy 
about it. 

Gonzales is beginning to 
make Lawler and Razor 
Ramon look stable ... 

Conspicuous by his absence 


Gene Okerlund’s been a part of the 
WWF scene for nearly a decade. 
However, rumors are flying that the 
announcer will soon jump to WCW, just 
as Jim Ross left WCW for the WWF sev- 
eral months before. 


at SummerSlam was WWF 
broadcaster Gene Okerlund. 
The rumor mill said Okerlund 
was on the verge of signing 
with WCW. 

Dustin Rhodes finally shut 
Rick Rude’s big mouth. “The 
Natural” defeated Rude to at 
long last win the held-up U.S. 
title. At last we can put that 
controversy to rest, but if the 
feud is over, | think we’ll all 
miss the fabulous matches 
between those two tremendous 
athletes. 

Rude apparently is focusing 
his efforts on capturing 
“Nature Boy” Ric Flair’s 
NWA title. It's been said in the 
past that Rude and Flair can’t 
peacefully coexist in the same 


(Continued on page 54) 
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OES ANYBODY OUT there 
De what kind of odds 

Shawn Michaels overcame at 
SummerSlam °93? Well, you read it 
here first—and you never heard it 
before because Vince McMahon Jr. 
and Bobby Heenan were busy 
screaming about everything else—but 
Michaels truly did make history. 

When he defeated Curt Hennig by 
countout at SummerSlam °93 on 
August 30 at The Palace of Auburn 
Hills, the “Boy Toy” became the first 
WWE Intercontinental champion to 
successfully defend his title at 
SummerSlam. 

Look it up! The I-C title changed 
hands at the first five SummerSlams. 
Sure, look it up, but you don’t have 
to. I already did the legwork for you. 

SummerSlam ’88, August 29, 
Madison Square Garden, New 
York: The Ultimate Warrior defeats 
The Honky Tonk Man for the I-C 
title. 

SummerSlam ’89, August 28, 
Byrne Meadowlands Arena, East 
Rutherford, New Jersey: The 
Ultimate Warrior defeats Rick Rude 
for the I-C title. 

SummerSlam 790, August 27, The 
Spectrum, Philadelphia: Kerry Von 
Erich defeats Curt Hennig for the I-C 
title. 

SummerSlam ’91, August 26, 
Madison Square Garden, New 

(Continued on page 56) 
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Shawn Michaels made history when he became the first Intercontinental champion 
to retain his belt in the six-year history of SummerSlam. 
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HE CITIZENS OF Cobb County, Georgia, cannot agree on everything, but most of the 

wrestling fans there are justly happy to see that a native son, Big Bossman, has reemerged 
in the spotlight. 

Bossman’s a tough cop in the ring, but he’s one of the sport’s good guys. Even when he was 
Jim Corette’s rulebreaking bodyguard, Big Bubba Rogers, Bossman reserved his mighty wrath 
for those who would cross Cornette and The Midnight Express in the ring. Outside the squared 
circle, he displayed a quiet confidence that could not be called arrogance. He seemed like a man 
sure of himself who didn’t have to brag about it. He adhered to Cornette’s wishes, but wasn't 
controlled by the manager. 

This all means little, of course, to people like Kevin Sullivan. 

At Smoky Mountain Wrestling’s “Fire On The Mountain II” card this past August in Johnson 
City, Tennessee, Sullivan was pinned by Bossman. In a match that frequently took place outside 
the ring, Bossman demonstrated that Sullivan’s peculiar mark of nastiness could not overcome 
his own brand of “law and order.” As a prison —— 
guard, he saw worse than Sullivan. 

However, success in Smoky Mountain—or in 
Japan, where he has signed to tour—will not 
silence those who insist that Bossman is a fail- 
ure because he no longer competes in the 
WWF. Their arms are folded across their chests 
as they wait for Bossman to “do something.” 

He has already done plenty. The burly 
Georgian values titles as highly as any of his 
peers, but since becoming a fan favorite, he has 
been more interested in fighting the good fight. 


n re plen fights Big Bossman is back, as Kevin Sullivan learns 
Ancithere: are plenty ok oeaa Nhs to be tought to his dismay. The one-time prison guard 


when there isn’t a belt on the line. made his Smoky Mountain debut a successful 
“| fought a lot of guys because they went after one by pummeling the master of violence. 


me first,” he says. “I couldn't let things slide; who would? | had to show the people | was willing to 
combat scum like that. If that sometimes meant passing up a title shot, so be it. It was worth it.” 

That doesn’t sound very different than what many other wrestlers would say. Bossman, 
though, actually listens to his critics. Unlike many of his peers—fan favorites as well as rule- 
breakers—he doesn't dismiss them as a pack of know-nothings and liars. 

“| appreciate the fact that there are some folks out there who aren't believers,” he says. “They 
have as much right to speak about me as my fans do. | just want them to know that | don’t just 
measure success by the amount of gold I’ve won, but by the amount of good I’ve done. And | 
think I’ve done a lot of good.” 

Bossman’s confrontations bear that out. He'll be thanked profusely by the majority of fans for 
taking on the maniacal Sullivan, Fans in the WWF had plenty of thanks for him a couple of years 
ago when he trounced The Mountie and forced him to spend a night in a New York City jail. 
Bossman receives enough praise to drown out the critics’ cries. 

No, this man has not failed. Still, he belongs in a major federation. That’s how good he is; he 
has done nothing to merit less. He should be battling it out for the WCW U.S. belt or the WWF 
Intercontinental title. He should be in line for bouts with world champions. But he isn’t, and it 
doesn't bother him. 

“Look, | just love to wrestle,” he says. “There’s nothing wrong with the big federations, but 
opportunity exists all over. A world title is my ultimate goal, just like it is for every wrestler. But if | 
don’t win it, then it wasn’t meant to be. You won't see me looking for excuses.” 

The words are spoken clearly and one believes they are sincere, because Bossman has 
never trafficked in phoniness. He may never win that world belt, but as long as he’s patrolling the 
ring, he'll be a real force for good. oO 
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Each Issue, The Wrestler will praise the noteworthy and damn those who violate the honor of 
wrestling. The praiseworthy receive a Thumbs Up, the disgraceful are marked with a Thumbs 
Down. Here is this month's roll of honor and shame. 
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Thumbs Up® 


Thumbs Up to Sting. The “Stinger’s” loss to Ric Flair on WCW Saturday Night was 
one of the most disappointing of his career. After 40 minutes of classic, almost non- 
stop action, Sting lost by countout because color commentator Sid Vicious rammed 
his head against a ring post. But Sting didn’t complain, nor did he let the loss affect 
his tenuous friendship with Ric Flair. Sting took the loss like a man and continued 
teaming with Flair. We're not sure what this says about Sting’s perception of reality, 
but we think it sends a good message: Don’t complain after a loss. Don’t make excus- 
es. And never turn on your friends! 


Thumbs Up to The Kid. His victory over Razor Ramon on WWF Monday Night 
Raw was considered the upset of the year. Now The Kid’s victories are coming 
with such frequency, and against such a talented array of competition, that we 
must consider him to be the real thing. His wins are no longer upsets. He beat 
Ted DiBiase. He humbled Doink. He shocked Rick Martel, twice! The Kid has 
worked his way up the WWF ladder through hard work, discipline, and by 
believing in himself. At one point, he passed Curt Hennig, Ramon, Tatanka, 
Doink, Mr. Hughes, and Jerry Lawler in the WWF ratings. That’s an impressive 
bunch. Can you believe it? A WWF title might be in The Kid’s future. 


Thumbs Up to Charlie Norris. The Atlanta Braves made a run in the National League 
West pennant race, and this brave brave is making his own run in WCW. Norris, the 
latest Native American star to hit the pro ranks, is making a big splash in WCW, 
where he has defeated Maxx Payne and Bobby Eaton using a rather forceful toma- 
hawk chop. Indians have historically been among the most popular wrestlers in the 
world, and Norris has the tools—and personality—to join such former greats as 
Wahoo McDaniel and Chief Jay Strongbow. He might be even better! The early 
returns on Norris are that he has a fine array of scientific moves and an outstanding 
finishing maneuver. This new Brave is better than Neon Deion could ever hope to be! 


Thumbs Up to Bob Armstrong. So, the ol’ guy still has the old gusto! “The Bullet” is 
teaching Jim Cornette a lesson or two in Smoky Mountain Wrestling. One night, the 
“Louisville Lip” is rendered unconscious by an Armstrong sleeperhold. The next 
night Cornette submits to a leglock. Now Cornette knows what we knew all along: He 
was dealing with the wrong guy. Armstrong is the head of a proud wrestling family; 
he has forgotten more about the sport than Cornette will ever know. While we don’t 
condone matches between real athletes and out-of-shape managers, we have to admit 
that we do get a perverse pleasure in seeing Cornette get his deserved beatings! 


Thumbs Downay 


Thumbs Down to Razor Ramon. The rulebreaker turned fan favorite recently 
showed off his Beavis and Butt-head-type sense of humor during a charity softball 
game in New Haven, Connecticut. Ramon, serving as a celebrity umpire, pulled 
down the pants of NBC Sports broadcaster Bob Costas when he came to bat. Huh- 
huh. Huh-huh. Ramon’s actions against the much smaller Costas are positively 
repugnant. Did anyone think this was funny? We didn’t. Nor do we think it’s amus- 
ing that Ramon’s once-blossoming career is now in trouble. 


Thumbs Down to Shane Douglas. Once one of the most popular youngsters in 
WCW, Douglas is now hanging out with the rather despicable “Dangerous 
Alliance” in ECW. Eddie Gilbert, Jimmy Snuka, The Dark Patriot, and Don 
Muraco are a talented foursome, but they’re just not Douglas’ kind of people. 
Especially since Paul E. Dangerously is their manager. Rick Steamboat and Shane 
Douglas formed an outstanding duo in WCW, and it seemed as if Douglas only 
needed a little more seasoning to become a top-10 wrestler. This is the wrong kind 
of seasoning. It’s like putting hot pepper on a nice piece of young flounder. The 
effect can only alter, rather than enhance, the good taste. 


Thumbs Down to Ric Flair. The “Nature Boy” makes his third consecutive appear- 
ance on our roll call of honor and shame, this time on the bad side. While we 
applaud his NWA title victory, and the way he has conducted his relationship with 
Sting, we’re rather suspicious of his actions. Flair recently scored two wins over 
Paul Orndorff by placing his own feet on the ropes. Flair has also hinted he’s not 
really friends with Sting. No? Then what is he? An old cliche goes, “You can’t 
teach an old dog new tricks.” Flair is the oldest dog, and he’s well past the learning 
stage. The fans cheer him because he’s one of the greatest wrestlers of our time. We 
wonder: Are they cheering a rulebreaker? 


Thumbs Down to Brian Lee. Enough is enough! Lee, once a fan favorite, is now a 
heinous rulebreaker in Smoky Mountain Wrestling. We hesitate to blame all of his 
actions on manager Tammy Fytch; he’s old enough to take responsibility for what 
he does. Fytch gave Lee with a loaded glove, but he chose to use it on Tracey 
Smothers. She fuels Lee’s aggression, but he takes the actions. In other words, a 
manager only guides a wrestler. She can’t make him do what he doesn’t want to do. 
We liked Lee a lot better when he was a fan favorite. Sure, he’s the SMW champi- 
on, but what does it mean? How did he get there? The wrong way, that’show. 0 
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Peete Be ee 5 tea ps 
Iceman Parsons and Chris Adams have been among the Southwest's most heated 


rivals for several years. The latest chapter came in a Canadian lumberjack match 
won by Adams in Dallas. He used a superkick before pinning Parsons. 


Dallas, TX (Correspondent— 
Mike Marin): Two of Global’s 
longtime rivals tried to settle their 
differences once and for all. Chris 


Adams and Iceman Parsons 
squared off in a Canadian lumber- 
jack match, meaning that a host of 
wrestlers surrounded the ring with 


leather straps in hand. Each 
wrestler would be beaten with 
straps whenever he left the ring. 

Adams had a point to prove to 
Parsons, who had interfered in 
several of his recent feuds. Adams 
and Parsons traded superkicks in 
the early part of the bout, then 
matched one another with terrific 
aerial moves. Both felt the pain of 
the leather straps many times, but 
they continued to brawl! nonethe- 
less. With outside distractions still 
dominating the match, Adams was 
able to land a devastating super- 
kick and cover his rival for the vic- 
tory. 

In other bouts: Igor Smirnoff 
defeated Ricky Long ... Plowboy 
Wilbur beat Ray Evans ... Alex 
Porteau defeated Chaz in a best 
two-out-of-three falls match ... 
Action Jackson defeated Dr. 
Doom ... The Colossal Kongs beat 
Johnny Dollar & Jimmy Sullivan ... 
Killer Tim Brooks defeated Scott 
Putski by disqualification. 


Providence, RI (Correspon- 
dent-Karen Briggs): WWF World 
tag team champions Rick and 
Scott Steiner faced the large and 

(Continued on page 52) 
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“A question for Erik Watts: Do 
you think in time you'll be a 
great wrestler like Ric Flair, Arn 
Anderson, or Ron Simmons?”— 
Kim Dickson, Garland, TX 


A: “That, Kim, is why I’m out there 


busting my butt every night,” 
answered Watts. “It’d be an 
honor to someday have my 
name mentioned in the same 
breath as the three wrestlers 
you’re talking about. I honestly 
feel I have that chance. Some 
people are down on me because 
I’ve lost some matches. Maybe 
they forget that even Flair and 
Anderson lost their share of 
bouts when they were just get- 
ting started. I like to believe I 
learn something from every 
match I wrestle—win or lose. I 
tell you, I wrestled Arn An- 
derson in a series of matches a 
couple months back, and even 
though he beat me, I think I’m 
a lot better off just from being 
in the ring with the guy. A little 
more experience is all that I 
need, and I’ll be ready to win a 


major title.” 
RK 


Q: “I'd like to ask Tammy Fytch a 


question: Doesn’t it bother you 
that you and Brian Lee had to 
cheat to win the Smoky 
Mountain title from Tracey 
Smothers?”—Norris Brown, 
Morgantown, WV 


A: “What an incredibly stupid 


thing to ask!” replied the 
annoyed Fytch. “Where this 
perception that Brian and I 
cheat started I don’t know. I 
think people are just afraid to 
admit that I’m the most intelli- 
gent person in this sport. I 
know how to get titles for men 
who need my guidance—men 
like Brian Lee. Tracey knew he 
was in trouble once Brian came 
to his senses and accepted my 
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Erik Watts (headlocking Rage of The 
Wrecking Crew) asks fans to be patient, 
reminding them that even some of his- 
tory’s greatest wrestlers lost their share 
of bouts in their formative years. 


offer to be his manager. Deep 
down he realized that with me 
doing the thinking for Brian, 
his days as champ were num- 
bered. That’s why he’s made 
up all these stories of us break- 
ing rules. Everything we’ve 


done has been on the up-and- 
up. If you’re too much of an 
idiot to realize that, well, that’s 
your problem.” 
sea 

“My question is for Arn An- 
derson: Now that The Four 
Horsemen are together again and 
dominating WCW, will Barry 
Windham rejoin the group?”— 
Shirley W. Mays, Amherst, VA 


A: “That man is certainly not wel- 


come in our group anymore,” 
said Anderson. “My very good 
friend Ric Flair gave him every 
opportunity to be a part of the 
Horsemen, and he stabbed him 
in the back. No one does that to 
a true Horseman and gets away 
with it. You saw what Ric did 
to him at Beach Blast: He used 
his figure-four to win the NWA 
title. It looks perfect around 
‘The Man’s’ waist. I’m not sure 
what Windham’s plans are 
now, but he’d better not come 
crawling to us.” 
oe 

“A question for Gordon Solie: 
What do you consider of more 
value in a world champion: the 
length of his title reign or how 
many times he wins a title?”— 
Greg Guity, New York, NY 


: “You’re asking a loaded ques- 


tion, Greg,” said Solie. “I 
believe what makes a world 
champion great is his willing- 
ness to put the belt on the line 
against all challengers. If a man 
is defending three or four times 
a week against the best oppo- 
nents out there, chances are he 
won’t hold the belt for five or 
six years at a time. In that case, 
a great wrestler might indeed 
win several world titles during 
his career. But then you have 
those rare athletes like the 
great Lou Thesz who seemed to 

(Continued on page 58) 
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By Kostya Kennedy 


HEY ARE BIG. They are nimble. 
Tt gain experience with each 
passing day. But none of those 
crucial factors gets to the essence of 
The Headhunters. What truly defines 
this pair, what the makes them so 
’ frightening, so ominous, is an absolute 
and incredible thirst for blood. 
“Blood and titles, that’s all we’re 
after,” says Victor Quinones, who 
manages the monstrous duo. 


= copra 2 copa wap 


Soe 
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Matheim and Malfait, The Headhunters, flank their manager, Victor Quinones. “I 
had almost as much trouble getting them to stand still for this picture,” said THE 
WrestLer’s Jason Lavin, “as | did holding my hand steady while | clicked the shutter!” 


“Actually, I’m the one who worries 
about the titles. Sometimes all they 
care about is their opponents’ blood- 
stream—the taste of it, the feel of it. 
It’s my job as manager to see that we 
channel that into championships.” 
There seems little standing in The 
Headhunters’ path that they wouldn't 
happily chew up and spit aside. The 
South African twin brothers fill out six- 


foot frames with 380 pounds of bulk. 


Watching them train recently in 
Pennsylvania (where they wrestle in 
ECW) reveals their most deadly traits. 

With Quinones at ringside urging 
them on, the brothers face off. The 
day’s scheduled sparring partners 
appeared briefly at the suburban gym, 
only to disappear out the back 
entrance, hemming and hawing some 
dubious excuse. “That's how it is,” 
said Quinones. “It happens all the 


time. We hire people to train with us, 
but they don’t realize who they’re 
dealing with. When they take a look at 
these guys, they just run away.” 

Who can honestly blame them? 
Standing in opposite corners of the 
ring, advancing toward one another, 
Malfait and Malheim seem to fill the 
entire gym. They stalk smoothly, then 
meet to clutch in wild-eyed anger. 
They brutally poke each other's eyes, 
angrily scratch each other's faces. 
Then, as if controlled by some inner 
demons, the brothers begin to tear 
and bite wantonly into each other's 
flesh. Before long, their 
massive bodies glisten | 
a hideous crimson in 
the gym’s yellow light. 

“Enough!” Quinones 
bellows, courageously 
jumping through the 
ropes to break the 
brothers apart. “Save it 
for the matches.” 

At Quinones’ instruc- 
tion, The Headhunters 
reluctantly separate and 5 
begin practicing their 
moves. First come a 
few simple dives and 
rolls, then some prodi- 
gious leaps and breath- 
taking kicks that fly 
high enough to clip a 
man’s forehead. Finally, 
the amazing display 
draws to a close as 
these two mammoth, 
bloodstained creatures begin to 
moonsault. 

“It's incredible what they can do,” 
said perhaps the greatest high-flyer of 
all time, Mil Mascaras, who crossed 
paths with The Headhunters in 
Japan’s WING federation. “I couldn't 
believe they could get themselves off 
the ground like that. If they were just 
that big, or just that flexible, it would 
be enough to make them potential 
contenders. But they're big and flexi- 
ble. Worst of all, they're completely 
infatuated with drawing blood.” 

It comes as no surprise that the 
brothers grew up idolizing Abdullah 


the Butcher. They left South Africa at 
an early age and moved to the 
Dominican Republic, where childhood 
friends recall the young Headhunters 
poring through magazines and photos 
of Abdullah's victims and literally lick- 
ing their lips. 

Determined to get a taste of the 
squared circle, The Headhunters 
began wrestling professionally even 
before they had management. In 1989 
they were causing their special brand 
of mayhem in the AWF in Puerto Rico, 
where Quinones discovered them. 

“| saw The Headhunters take anoth- 


Crash the Terminator, a title they have 
since relinquished. 

All the while, The Headhunters kept 
flying back to Mexico, where they 
feuded with the Silver Kings, the coun- 
try's premier tag team. Now they're 
after the UWA Mexican belts held by 
Dan Kroffat and Doug Furnas, wreaking 
havoc in Japan, and making their 
tremendous presence felt in the ECW. 

“It’s like one flavor of blood isn't 
enough for these guys,” Quinones 
said with an evil laugh. “They'd be 
happiest if they could taste the flesh of 
people in every country.” 


Headhunter Malheim launches a moonsault on unfortunate J.T. Smith during 
action from a recent ECW card in Philadelphia. 


er tag team and within minutes leave 
them broken and bloody on the 
ground,” he recalled. “| realized imme- 
diately what | was dealing with, so | 
asked them if we could form a part- 
nership. That was the smartest move | 
ever made.” 

Later that year, Quinones took the 
brothers to hunt heads in Japan, 
where they were an immediate sensa- 
tion. They dominated surprised oppo- 
nents and soon took away the WING 
tag title from Mitsuhiro Matsunga and 


With their Pennsylvania training 
session complete, and no match 
later that night, Quinones takes his 
Headhunters to a fine restaurant for 
dinner. The manager orders for all 
three. 

“I'll have the poached salmon with 
spinach and sauteed potatoes,” he 
tells the waiter. “Then we'll need two 
very large steaks, but tell the chef to 
only grill them for a few seconds on 
each side. They have to be really, 
really rare, even purple inside.” O 
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Each month, 
The Wrestler will 
present a "Question and 

Answer" forum with an important 
figure in the wrestling world. It is your 
chance to meet wrestling's biggest stars 


as they answer the questions eee 


uppermost in fans' minds 


PO 


The high-kicking 2 Cold Scorpio gives Jerry Sags of The Nasty Boys something Q 
to think about during a recent match. Scorpio is not dismayed by his and 
Marcus Alexander Bagwell’s relatively slow ascent up the WCW tag team ladder. 
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Q: 


Two months ago in this magazine, I 
wrote a story about your match 
against Barry Windham in which we 
referred to a mistake you made 
against Windham as ... 


: Yeah, the turning point in a match 


and a career. I read that story and I 
agreed with a lot of things you said. 
Maybe it was dumb of me to catapult 
over the ropes and into Windham’s 
hands, but you gotta go with what 
brought you to the dance. I’m an 
aerial wrestler, man, and that’s 
what I have to go with. But you’re 
right. I learned a lot from that 
match against Windham and it’s 
made me a better wrestler. 


: What have you learned? 
: Well, I had the momentum and I 


didn’t want to give Windham a 
chance to catch his breath. I need a 
fast pace to win. But it taught me a 
little about pacing. Yeah, maybe I 
need a fast pace, but I wasn’t in a 
winning situation. I needed to get 
back into the match, and maybe I 
needed to do it on his terms. 


: Good point. What would you do dif- 


ferently now? 


A: If I could do it all over 


again? 

: Yup. 

: Maybe I’d use almost the 
entire 10-count before climb- 
ing back in. You know, get in 
around nine and do it by 
crawling through the ropes 
while keeping my eyes on 
Windham. Then I’d dance 
around the ring a little, give 
Windham a chance to lose 
some of his momentum, and 
go back on the attack. 

: Seems reasonable. How often 


do you still find yourself mak- © 


ing young mistakes? 

: Young mistakes? I think 
even Ric Flair still makes 
mistakes, but maybe he 
makes fewer of them and 
they’re different kinds. I’m 
learning not to do certain 
things, but I don’t think 
there’s a perfect wrestler out 
there. 

: You came pretty close in your 
match against Bobby Eaton at 
Clash of the Champions XXIV. 


Was it tough finding out so 
late that you weren’t wrestling 
Regal? 


: It wouldn’t have been so 


tough if the substitute wasn’t 
so tough. Eaton’s a great 
wrestler and he pushed me to 
the limit. You know, looking 
back on that match, it was 
probably the biggest singles 
win of my career. Beating 
Eaton means something. 


: What does it mean for your 


confidence? 


A: It means I can walk into that 


ring against any wrestler in 
the world and know that I 
can win. Not only know it, 
but having proved it. 


Q: You sound a lot more confi- 


dent than you used to be. 


: Iam. It comes with experi- 


ence, Dave. Experience is the 
deciding factor. 


: But there’s a downside to that, 


too. You were the talk of the 
town when you first turned 
pro. Everyone thought you 
were the hottest thing on two 


QO 


2 COLD SCORPIO 


UPERSTARDOM WAS PREDICTED for 2 Cold Scorpio when 
S he turned pro. It was clear from the get-go a spectacular aerial 
artist with rhythm, style, and charisma could do great things in 
this decade of fast movers. But superstardom will come slowly for 
Scorpio. Surprisingly, that’s the way he likes it. 

He and tag team partner Marcus Alexander Bagwell have taken the 
steady route up the ladder. They broke into the Top 10 in July and 
have hung around at 7-to-10 ever since, existing above the level 
inhabited by teams such as Tex Slazenger and Shanghai Pierce, but 
unable to crack the Roma and Anderson/Hollywood Blonds/Nasty 
Boys level. They have faith great things will come with time. 
Meanwhile, Scorpio has surprised many people with his performances 
in singles matches. He turned in an impressive performance while 
losing to veteran Barry Windham on June 17 at the Scope in Norfolk, 
Virginia, and has fared well against Lord Steven Regal, 
another cagey veteran. 

The dancing man from Denver is on the right track. His confidence 
was obvious in this interview with The Wrestler’s Dave Rosenbaum. 


feet, a sure superstar. 


: And now? 
: And now, people are starting 


to take you for granted. Let’s 
face it, you have some of the 
most spectacular moves in 
wrestling, but people expect 
it from you. Is that bother- 
some? 


A: Not to me. Is it bothersome 


to you? 


Q: Me? I don’t care. But how do 


you deal with expectations? 


: I don’t think anybody can 


criticize what’s gone on with 
my career so far. ’m moving 
up about as fast as I could 
ever expect, especially since 
I’m wrestling singles and tag 
teams 


: But do you ever get the urge to 


really go out there and awe 
people? Do things they’ ve 
never seen before? 


: Hey, you know there are a lot 


of bands out there whose 
first album was their best 
album and they never did 
one better. But that doesn’t 


The Wrestler 21 


mean the other ones were 
bad. It just means they could 
never outdo themselves. I 
made a big splash when I 
arrived, but now I’m more 
concerned with being a bet- 
ter all-around wrestler. 
That’s what matters most. 

: Do you have anything we 
haven’t seen? 

: I don’t know. When I know, 
I’ll show you. 


Q: In other words ... 


: In other words, I’m con- 


stantly learning, Heck, this is 
a tough job. I’m facing the 
best athletes in the world 
every night and they’re not 
giving me an inch anymore. 
They know 2 Cold Scorpio’s 
one hot wrestler. 


: Let’s talk about you and 


Marcus Alexander Bagwell. 


A: Great subject. 
: Great team. People say you 


guys are as exciting as The 


>O 


Rock ’n’ Roll Express and The 
Midnight Rockers rolled up 
into one. 


: You forgot The Midnight 


Express. 


: | was getting around to that. 
: Me and Mark don’t like 


labels. We like to think we’re 
something different. 


: You are, very different. But 


that brings me to my next 
question: You guys are so dif- 
ferent, how do you get along? 


: Hey, you know what they 


say: Opposites attract. We’re 
different people, but that 
makes things a lot more 
interesting. 


: He seems to be a lot more 


straight-laced than you are. 


A: You should see him on the 


dance floor. That boy can 
move! 


: What do you guys talk about 


on the road? 


A: The usual things. Life, 


music, the families, wrest- 
ling, our most recent match, 
the next match, training, the 
pennant race. Of course, he’s 
a Braves fan and I root for 
the Rockies, so I don’t have 
much of a pennant race. 


: Neither did he, until late- 


we 


August. But I guess you’re 
right. You don’t need identical 
personalities to make a good 
tag team. 

That’s right. Put us both 
together and you’ve got all 
the right ingredients. 


Q: So when do you guys hit the 


top? 


A: And win the big belt? Soon, 


we hope. Things are going 
well. 


Q: But you still don’t have that 


big win over a big tag team. 


: The Nasty Boys are tough, 


but we’re getting closer each 
time we wrestle those guys 


[Editor’s note: Scorpio and 
Bagwell defeated The Nasty 
Boys on September 8 in 


Scorpio’s been proving his worth as a solo wrestler, too. He gave then-NWA champ 
Barry Windham all he could handle before losing to him this summer. In retrospect, 
Scorpio says it was a learning experience that may pay off in the long run. 
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Scorpio takes on fellow aerialist Chris Benoit as part of a tag team match. Earlier this year, he 
achieved what he calls his biggest singles triumph by beating Benoit’s partner, Bobby Eaton. 


Atlanta]. You know, just the A: No way! I’m not tempting ourselves that isn’t necessary. 

fact that WCW would put us the devil. Q: Fine. Then I'll end this by say- 

into the ring against these Q: C’mon, whaddya think? Early ing, 2 Cold Scorpio, thanks for 

great teams means we’re get- in 1994? your time. 

ting somewhere. A; How about mid-1994. Give A: You bet. Next time, you might 
Q: Care to put a date on your us a chance. Listen, we don’t be talking to one-half of the WCW 

arrival? wanna put any pressure on World tag team champions. _| 
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THE WRESTLER PANEL EXAMINES 


TRACEY 
SMOTHERS 


Each month 
THE WRESTLER'S panel of experts 
will offer their candid opinions of one 

of wrestling's stars. Whether an up-and-coming 

youngster or an established superstar in his own right, 
our panel will always be frank and honest without fear of reprisal 


Tracey Smothers spent much of 1993 taking on Tony Anthony, but he'll get the opportunity to showcase his vast skilis against 
a wider variety of opponents now that Smoky Mountain has a working relationship with the WWF. 
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BI CS 
CAPT. LOU ALBANO 
“He's a character, brother, a Southerner through 
and through. As a wrestler, he’s a smart dude, 
and man, he’s got to be respected in Smoky 
Mountain if everyone there puts a bounty on his 

ead. From what I've seen, he’s strong and 
crafty—a ayy Um sure | would've enjoyed man- 
aging. Had | been him, man, I’d have accepted 
Tommy Fytch’s offer to manage him. Take it from 
my experience with Cyndi Louper—everything 
they say about a woman scorned is true!” 


Capt. Lou Albano, long known as “The Guiding 
Light,” has Ft 13 tag teams fo an unprece- 
dented 16 WWF World tag team titles. 


NICK BOCKWINKEL 

"There aren't that many wrestlers these days that 
have Tracey Smothers’ array of skills. He's an 
adept aerialist who can braw! when he has to, and 
rarely beats himself. This new agreement between 
Smoky Mountain and the WWF should help Tracey 
get the national attention someone of his ability 
deserves. | wonder if he'll have to align himself 
with Jim Cornette in order to get WWF exposure. 
A Cornette-Smothers alliance would seem to be 
doomed to failure.” 


Nick Bockwinkel is a four-time AWA champion. 
He makes appearances as guest commentator for 
independent federations. 


KILLER KOWALSKI 
“| can't pretend to be all that enthusiastic about 
this Southerner Tracey Smothers, me cause 
he represents much of what | intensely dislike 
about fan favorites. That said, | concede he’s one 
of the most skilled wrestlers around today, and he 
has a first-rate top-rope clothesline. He's got to be 
good if he can outwit Kevin Sullivan! | just wish 

e’d stop wrapping himself in that Confederate 
flag, preening before those hillbilly Smoky 
Mountain fans. 


Killer Kowalski, one of the most sadistic rule- 


breakers in wrestling history, runs an instructional 


school in Reading, Massachusetts. 


LOU THESZ 
“When Tracey left The Young Pistols for singles 
competition, he struggled. At the fime, | thought 
he should have stayed in tag teams just a bit 
longer. However, give him credit—he sig 


vered, and became a champion. He has lots of 
ability, and at his size, he’s just right for Smoky 
Mountain competition. If he regularly faced the 
larger men in WCW or the WWF, he'd hold his 
own, but that’s about it. All in all, though, | like 
him, Very smart.” 


Lou Thesz held the NWA World title six limes dur- 
ing his fabulous career. Many consider him the 
greatest all-around wrestler in history. 


DORY FUNK JR. 

“Tracey Smothers? Like him a lot, and have ever 
since he teamed with Steve Armstrong in The 
Young Pistols. Nice aerial ability, fundamentally 
sound, extremely enthusiastic. What Brian Lee 
and that conniving Tammy Fytch did to rob him of 
the Smoky Mountain title was nothing short of 
criminal, but I'm certain he'll find a way to get it 
hack soon. He's too shrewd a competitor not to 
reclaim that belt.” 


Dory Funk Jr. held the NWA World title from 
1969 to 1973. He is semi-retired from active 
competition. 


GORDON SOLIE 
“| saw Tracey quite a bit with Steve Armstrong in 
The Young Pistols, and it was apparent to anyone 
that this was a young man with wonderful poten- 
fil. I'm glad to see he’s achieved it. | respect his 
scientific skills—you can almost see him thinking 
in the ring—and his superb aerial ability. | 
admire his mental toughness, too, something he 
obviously needs against the competition he faces. 
| like to think he hasn’t reached his full potential 
yet. But he will soon.” 


Gordon Solie, often called “The Walter Cronkite Of 
Professional Wrestling,” has expertly analyzed 
the sport since 1959. 
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‘(HIS OWN) 
GORE 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


SYCHOLOGISTS CALL IT the 

“Napoleon Complex.” No, it 
isn’t a set of apartment buildings 
in the south of France. Nor is it 
very complex. Actually, the phe- 
nomenon can be explained very 
simply. 

Napoleon, the great dictator, 
was a very short man (estimates 
of exactly how short range from 
4’10” to 5’5”). He was also 
extremely vengeful, vicious, and 
intent on getting his way. He had 
a tremendous ego and a volatile 
temper. 

In short (pardon the pun), he 
wasn’t a very nice guy. 

Psychologists claim Napoleon 
was intent on proving himself 
because he was so hung up on 
his height. Short people, they say, 
sometimes feel inferior to taller 
society and are constantly looking 
for ways to make their presence 
known. 

Ask any American League 
umpire who had to put up with 
Baltimore’s feisty manager, Ear! 
Weaver, all those years. Or any 
actor or actress during Holly- 
wood’s golden age who groveled 
before their diminutive studio 
bosses. 

Eddie Gilbert is short by 
wrestling standards. At 5’10”, he 
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Gilbert is short. Most wrestlers are tall. 
Gilbert’s obsession with his lack of height 


leads him to take on much tougher wrestlers in 
some of the bloodiest matches ever devised— 


Eddie Gilbert chokes Road Warrior Hawk during a recent 
match. He’s been bloodied, but apparently enjoys that as 
much as inflicting pain upon an opponent. 


is only slightly smaller than the 
national average, but far shorter 
than almost all wrestlers. Stick him 
next to Giant Gonzales and it 
would look like the World Trade 
Center next to Greenwich Village! 
Gilbert, a self-obsessed, egotis- 
tical man, has always been overly 
concerned with his stature. As a 
child, his gym teachers said he’d 
never make it in the ring because 
of his size. He was first on the 
procession in grade school gradu- 
ation because he was by far the 
shortest person in his class. 


and he loves it! 


Gilbert has spent his life proving 
size isn’t an obstacle ... not for 
him, at least. 

All of this explains, in a rather 
roundabout way, why Eddie 
Gilbert loves getting himself into 
the bloodiest, goriest, most dan- 
gerous matches in the world. It 
explains a little story we heard 
from ECW Commissioner Tod 
Gordon after Gilbert wrestled 
Terry Funk in June in a “Texas 
chain massacre” match in 
Philadelphia. 

“The strange thing about it was 


Hawk crouches down to choke the diminutive Gilbert, a man 
that takes pleasure in “putting in a good night’s work” against 
ther sport’s biggest and toughest competitors. 


that Gilbert asked for the match. 
He practically demanded it,” 
Gordon said. “Funk is one of the 
most dangerous wrestlers in the 
world, but Gilbert didn’t care. He 
wanted to wrestle him in one of 
the most dangerous matches ever 
devised.” 

Gilbert didn’t care whether he 
won or lost, whether he suffered 
irreparable bodily harm, whether 
he lost five quarts of blood, or 
whether Funk showed up armed 
with a knife. He only wanted to 
wrestle. 
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When “ 


Hot Stuff” is out for blood, it usually ends up being his own. Although he is able to 


level Hawk with a clothesline, the loss of blood is beginning to sap his strength. 


“And | had a great time,” said 
Gilbert, who won. “Funk dug into 
me and | dug into him. | bled. It 
was great!” 

Sure, and we’d bet he thought it 
was great when he blew chunks 
after the match. Yup, it was the ol’ 
technicolor yawn for Gilbert, who 
was so exhausted and so bloody 
he just collapsed over a porcelain 
bowl and let loose. Graphic 
enough for you? Well, not for 
Gilbert. And not for Funk. 

“The crazy thing is, he enjoyed 
it,” Funk reported. “I love a chal- 
lenge, but the more Gilbert bled, 
the more he smiled. That’s when | 
realized | was in against a mad- 
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man. Gilbert seemed to love the 
chance to prove himself.” 

To prove his worth, to prove 
size doesn’t mean anything in a 
wrestling ring. This past summer, 
Gilbert wrestled Road Warrior 
Hawk. As expected, he was pum- 
melled by the much larger Road 
Warrior. He didn’t stand a chance 
from the opening bell. As expect- 
ed, Gilbert had a great time. 

“| didn’t back down, not once,” 
Gilbert said. “| proved | could 
stand in with him, even if | did get 
my butt kicked.” 

Gilbert loves taking on tough 
guys who can push him to the 
limit. The more dangerous a 


match, the more he wants to be in 
it. Gilbert thrives on pain. “Hot 
Stuff,” as he likes to call himself, 
feels best with a few broken 
bones and a gash or two across 
the forehead. 

Because it proves again that a 
short man can make it in a big 
man’s sport. 

“Eddie’s been like that forever,” 
said one of Gilbert’s former 
aquaintances. “It got so | couldn’t 
stand it. He’d come home bleed- 
ing like mad, and he didn’t even 
bother to wash off the blood. He 
wore it like a shirt. He loved being 
taped up. Il’d watch him in a 
match, see him smiling after get- 


Gilbert’s most celebrated bout of recent times was a “Texas chain massacre” 
match with arch-rival Terry Funk in Philadelphia. While “Hot Stuff” won, he seemed 
more pleased with the amount of blood he shed. 


No one is immune from Gilbert’s blood- 
mania. Not even Jerry Lawler can avoid 
a royal whipping, absorbed at 1992’s 
WWA Rumble Ill in New Jersey. 


ting piledrived, and get absolutely 
sick. He’s just not normal!” 

Gilbert hates being classified as 
a light heavyweight or junior 
heavyweight. Throughout his 
career he has refused handicaps 
and tried to wrestle bigger men on 
even terms. We’re surprised he 
hasn’t shown up in the WWF. 
Gilbert vs. Yokozuna would be his 
kind of match! 

Gilbert argues that the so- 
called “Napoleon Complex” has 
nothing to do with his behavior, 
calling such a theory “nonsense.” 
He just thrives on competition and 
loves to get down and dirty once 
in a while. Maybe so. Getting hurt 
is part of a wrestler’s job; it’s the 
part this one embraces most. 

“Anyone who backs down in 
this sport is asking for an early 
retirement,” Gilbert said. “I don’t 
think I’m any different from any- 
one else. | like a good fight, and 
sometimes that means bleeding. 
Fine. It shows I’ve put in a good 
night’s work.” 

Gilbert punches his time card in 
a strange way. He marks it with 
blood. His own. 0 
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Just a few months ago, 
everybody hated Ramon. 
Less than a year ago, he 
seemed destined for 
greatness. Not anymore. 
Now he’s a fan favorite 
with a toothpick no good 


for anything except 
cleaning teeth 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


ECENTLY, A WWE wrestler— 
one well-versed in mat history— 
made a rather astute observation 
about Razor Ramon. It was a few 
days after The Kid beat Ted 
DiBiase for the second time, as 
Ramon stood by laughing at 
DiBiase. 

This wrestler, who has compet- 
ed in virtually every federation in 
the world, looked at a reporter and 
said: 

“He has become Scott Hall 
again.” 

It is Ramon’s misfortune that he 
can never escape his past and his 
real name. The history of Scott 
Hall is one of a big man who had 
great promise but mostly fell short 
of expectations. He resurfaced in 
the WWE as Razor Ramon, and 
seemingly had reconstructed his 
personality and his ability. He was 
no longer Hall, or his intermediate 
persona, the similarly under- 
achieving Diamond Studd. 

That has changed in rather star- 


tling fashion over the past few 
months. Ramon, once one of the 
most feared men in the federation, 
the guy who tore apart Randy 
“Macho Man” Savage and just 
about buried former WWF World 
champion Bob Backlund at 
WrestleMania IX, no longer really 
exists. 

As it turned out, Ramon was not 
a reconstruction of Scott Hall. He 
was a facade, a veil that separated 
past from present. The camou- 
flage was easily pulled aside, 
much as Toto pulled away a cur- 
tain in The Wizard Of Oz and 
revealed the Wizard to be nothing 
but a weak, old man with an inor- 
dinate amount of wisdom. 

Ramon is no longer feared. He 
is cheered. He no longer controls 
the bad streets of the WWF. He is 
the prey, not the predator. Watch 
him carefully in matches against 
Mr. Hughes. He doesn’t seem to 
care if he wins or loses. 

The funny thing is, Ramon had 


Razor Ramon was an up-and-coming 
rulebreaker until Ted DiBiase shrewdly 
drew his ire (below). Now he’s feuding 
with DiBiase and his Money inc. cohort, 
Irwin R. Schyster (right). 
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Ramon frequently battles the nasty Mr. 
Hughes these days, but his fire seems to be 
missing. He needs to make some important 
changes in order to revive his career. 


between Kid and DiBiase, he had no 
choice but to side with Kid. 

Now he is an unproductive ex-poten- 
tial champion who cannot strike fear 
into the heart of a foe by his mere pres- 
ence. But it isn’t too late for the Razor 
4] to regain his edge, to assert his machis- 
mo the way he did just months ago, 
when he was considered among the top 
contenders to the WWF World title. 

But he needs a battle plan, and must 
regain his killer instinct. Ramon clearly 
isn’t into his new role as a fan favorite, 


little control over the events that made 
him a fan favorite. DiBiase cunningly 
turned him from bad to good simply by 
becoming his enemy. The fans were 
forced to make a choice between 
DiBiase and Ramon, and they picked 
Razor. Caught in the middle of a feud 


i" 


if Ramon wants to be the most feared man in 
the WWF, he'll have to challenge the likes of 
Lex Luger instead of Mr. Hughes. 


and needs some inspiration. We’re here to help with 
a carefully conceived three-step battle plan. Here goes: 

1. Destroy The Kid. Ramon must forget his battle 
with DiBiase and remember how Kid humiliated 
him. First, he pinned him. Then, Kid stole his money. 
He’s obviously no friend of Razor’s. 

The fans love Kid and would be appalled if 
DiBiase and Ramon combined to pummel him into 
the mat. We’re sure Ramon would get great pleasure 
out of it. That’s the kind of man he really is. 

2. Target Lex Luger. The star-spangled 
“Narcissist” has become the most popular man in the 
WWE. Ramon needs to be the least popular. He can 
achieve that status by challenging Luger to a series of 
matches. But first he must find a way to humiliate him. 

Ramon and Luger are two of the biggest men in the 
WWFE. Recently, Lex was interviewed by Vince 
McMahon—journalism it wasn’t—and 
swore to have stopped using steroids. 

Ramon should call Luger a liar. Boy, 
would that get a rush out of Lex! He is 
very touchy about steroid use (admit- 
ting to being a former user) and very 
proud of his man-made body. 

“Man-made?” Ramon could snarl. 
“Right, and Cher never had plastic 
surgery!” 

Presto! Ramon would be the most 
hated man in the WWF. 

3. Hire Mr. Fuji as his manager. It’s 
pretty clear Fuji, not Yokozuna, is at 
present the most hated man in the 
WWE. Although Yokozuna hasn’t made 
any friends, Fuji is the one who makes 
disparaging remarks about the United 
States and makes the challenges for the 
Samoan star. 

Although Fuji is often criticized for 
getting Yokozuna into trouble (he cost 


Ramon would seem to be an ideal project for 
the WWF’s leading rulebreaking manager, 
Mr. Fuji, the master of psychological war- 
fare. Fuji could bring out his killer instinct. 


him the WWE World title at WrestleMania), he is an 
underrated strategist and a genius at psychological 
warfare. He could keep Ramon on the right track ... 
the wrong track. He wouldn’t let him get soft; he’d 
make the most of that killer instinct. 

Look at Yokozuna, a fat ex-sumo wrestler who 
nobody thought had the tools to be a champion. Fuji 
transformed him into a winner, a killer, the most- 
feared man in the WWF. 

That’s not right. Ramon should be the most feared 
man in the WWE. 

These three easy steps would restore Ramon to that 
standing. We’re not condoning rulebreakers. Not at 
all. But there are two kinds of men in wrestling: good 
and bad. 

Ramon was born to be bad. Unless he wants to be 
Scott Hall all over again, and that’s just too bad! = 
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EX LUGER IS one of the great- 

est wrestlers in the world. He is 
also one of the most elusive. 
Although he often makes a spec- 
tacle of himself, he takes his pri- 
vacy seriously. 

But sometimes Luger lets down 
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Intimate Facts Reveal 


his guard and opens up. When 
that happens, he reveals a diverse 
personality and quite an interest- 
ing human being. 

In “Everything You Always 
Wanted To Know About Lex,” 
we've taken rare interviews with 


ed! 


Luger from his WCW days and 
combined them with insider knowl- 
edge and perceptions and discus- 
sions with some of his best 
friends. Combined, they present 
the most insightful and accurate 
picture yet of this amazing athlete. 


COMMON KNOWLEDGE 

The 6’5”, 290-pound Luger 
made his pro debut on October 
31, 1985, in the Florida area, then 
a hotbed for rising talent. He won 
his initial title, the Southern cham- 
pionship from Wahoo McDaniel 
within three weeks and dominated 
the state for most of that first year. 
He was voted Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Rookie of the Year in 
1986. 

Luger became a member of 
The Four Horsemen when he 
came to the Mid-Atlantic area in 
1987. He won his first U.S. title 
from Nikita Koloff on July 11, 
1987, in Greensboro, North 
Carolina. He went on to win three 
more U.S. titles: from Barry 
Windham, Michael Hayes, and 
Stan Hansen. The victory over 
Hansen is one of which he is par- 
ticularly proud. 

Luger won one WCW World 
title. It came over Barry Windham 
on July 14, 1991, and filled the 
vacancy left when Ric Flair was 
stripped after a contract squabble. 
Luger was then managed by 
Harley Race. 

Luger's last WCW appearance 
was on February 29, 1992. He lost 
the WCW World title to Sting and 
then shocked the world by 
announcing he was leaving the 
federation for a bodybuilding 
career. 

“I'm tired of the wrestling grind,” 
he said at the time. “It’s been very 
hard to take care of myself, going 
from town to town, night after 
night. It’s time for me to take a 
breather.” 

He joined Vince McMahon’s 
World Bodybuilding Federation 
and stayed there for a year. 
Ironically, a motorcycle accident 
prevented him from ever compet- 
ing in the short-lived organization. 


LEX BEFORE WRESTLING 
He was born in Buffalo, New 
York, and moved to Chicago at an 


musician and the entire family was 
musically inclined, except for Lex. 
He spent his free time playing 
sports. 

In addition to being an out- 
standing athlete, particularly in 
high school football, Luger was 
also a fine student. He received 
an appointment from Congress- 
man Jack Kemp to the United 
States Naval Academy in An- 
napolis, Maryland, but turned it 
down so he could play college 
football at the University of Miami 
(Navy had, and still has, a much 
weaker program than the national 
powerhouse). Instead of becom- 
ing a Navy pilot, Luger pursued an 
engineering degree at Miami. 

Lex didn’t make it. He was 
kicked out of UM for disciplinary 


Hiro Matsuda guided Luger to the Southern title 19 days into Lex’s pro career! 


reasons and was left to sort out 
his life. 

“| got in with the wrong crowd,” 
Luger said. “But | think I’ve shown 
now that a person can take a neg- 
ative and make your life positive 
and useful.” 

He signed a contract in the 
Canadian Football League, but his 
goal was to reach the NFL. The 
closest he came was the USFL. 
Luger finally decided his football 
career wasn’t headed in the right 
direction and made his first move 
to pro wrestling by hiring Hiro 
Matsuda to train him. 


LEX ON STING AND BRET HART 

Sting and Luger have been 
arch-rivals and best friends. They 
are business partners, the co- 


early age. His father, Roger, is a Already he was tabbed for greatness. And things have only gotten better since. 
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Luger’s star continued to rise. In 1987, he became a member of The Four Horsemen, joining J.J. 


Dillon, Arn Anderson, and company in the legendary and prestigious group. 


Luger and Sting had some memorable 
battles in WCW. Luger lost the WCW 
World title to Sting on February 29, 
1992, and then announced a premature 
retirement to become a bodybuilder. 


owners of two fitness centers in 
Atlanta. Luger once said of Sting: 
“We've had our differences, but 1’ll 
always be lifelong friends with 
him. He’s a person | respect, even 
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if | don’t always like him. But he 
has been a great business part- 
ner.” 

Luger has ironed out his differ- 
ences with Bret Hart, according to 
WWE insiders. Shortly after the 
“Stars And Stripes Challenge,” 
when Luger bodyslammed Yoko- 
zuna and declared his patriotism, 
he sat down with Hart and 
explained his behavior over the 
previous few months. They are 
now friends. 


LEX ON FASHION 

Although Luger is not thought 
of as a fashion plate and is more 
comfortable in an expensive work- 
out suit than in a jacket and tie, 
there are times when the situation 
demands that he get dressed up. 

Then, he'll slip on a pair of cus- 
tom pants made by one of the 
finest tailors in North America. His 
shirts are also custom-made; 
Luger has said he has no idea of 
his size. “| won't wear anything off 
the rack,” he once said when a 
manufacturer of shirts for athletic 
men came to him for an endorse- 
ment. 


Luger completes his total fash- 
ion package by slipping on a pair of 
size 13 shoes. He wears soft, nat- 
ural leathers and boasts to have 
never spent less than $200 a pair. 


LEX ON COMPARISONS 
TO HULK HOGAN 

“People have called me the 
second coming of Hulk Hogan,” 
Luger said a few years ago. “Hulk 
is the biggest star in the business. 
I’m flattered by the comparison.” 


LEX ON STEROIDS 

Actually, Lex isn’t on steroids 
anymore. He revealed in a recent 
interview with Vince McMahon 
that illegal growth hormones are a 
thing of his past. 

“! used them in the past, but 
now |'m clean,” Luger said. “And 
i've never used them when they 
were illegal.” As he pointed out, 
many athletes used steroids to 
keep up with competition and to 
look good quickly. 

“There was a lot of peer pres- 
sure,” Luger said. “It was the 
vogue thing.” 

Although many people doubt 


his claims to being clean—he is 
actually larger now than he was 
five years ago—Lex is willing to 
take a drug test at any time. It’s 
obviously a subject he takes seri- 
ously. 


LEX ON THE COMPLETE 
PACKAGE, THE TOTAL PACKAGE, 
AND THE NARCISSIST 

In some cases, wrestlers make 
up their own nicknames. But in 
many cases, nicknames are given 
to wrestlers by the federations. 
Lex claims his nicknames were 
given to him. The “Complete 
Package” and the “Total Package” 
were given to him by the NWA. 
The “Narcissist” was given to him 
by Bobby Heenan. 

“Nicknames are given by other 
people,” Luger once said. “I don’t 
need labels. | have me.” 


LEX ON CHANGE 

Luger’s frequent changes from 
fan favorite to rulebreaker and 
back again, and again, and again, 
are often examined by wrestling 
analysts. Some say they are the 
sign of an unstable personality. 
Others say they are an indication 
of his indecisiveness and confu- 
sion over where his career is 
headed. 

But Luger, insiders say, insists 
this latest change to fan favorite is 
permanent. 

“Before, he tried to please 
everyone else, not himself,” said a 
WWF source. “Everyone else 
thought they knew what was best 
for Lex Luger, so he went along 
with it. Now he only wants to do 
what he thinks is best for him, like 
being the wrestler and fan favorite 
he is.” 


A LEX-ICON OF LUGER 

His favorite food is chicken 
breasts mixed with broccoli ... He 
likes to watch CNN news and 
sports ... If he wasn’t a wrestler, 
he’d want to be a naval pilot ... 
His favorite actor is Mel Gibson ... 


Luger has several business interests (including two fitness centers he co-owns 


with Sting) and sometimes has to dress the part. He is not only a fine athlete, he is 
a man of refined tastes. As for automobiles, he likes anything made in the U.S.A. 


Luger admits to have used steroids in the past, due in part to peer pressure, but 
renounces the now-illegal substances. His current well-sculptured physique, he 
claims, has been achieved naturally. And he'll take a drug test to prove it. 


He likes any car made in the U.S. 
... Turn-ons: Getting to meet peo- 
ple who watch him on TV and in 
the arenas ... Turn-offs: Phony 
people ... Most cherished posses- 


sion: The freedom Americans 
enjoy ... Favorite colors: Red, 
white, and blue ... Personal philos- 
ophy: “Don’t let anyone tell you 
you can’t do what you believe in.” 
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HALLOWEEN HAVOC 


PREVIEW & ANALYSIS 


CACTUS JACK 


4 


BIG VAN VADER 


HEN STING AND and Jake “The Snake” 

Roberts spun the wheel and made the deal at 
Halloween Havoc ’92, they did so without the bless- 
ing of WCW officials. Under advice from insurance 
underwriters, WCW refused to sanction the match 
and Sting and Roberts went in knowing they were 
spinning and dealing at their own risk. 

Mostly because Roberts and Sting came out of 
that match in one piece, WCW agreed to sanction 
the “Spin The Wheel, Make The Deal” match at 
Halloween Havoc ’93. They even found an insurance 
company willing to write a costly premium on the 
event. 

But if Sting vs. Roberts seemed risky, this year’s 
match between arch-rivals Cactus Jack and WCW 
World champion Big Van Vader has the potential for 
serious bloodshed and injury. On October 24 at the 
Lakefront Arena in New Orleans, Jack and Vader will 
spin the wheel. They’ll make the deal. And then 
they'll seal it! 

The pay-per-view spectacular will feature these 
bitter rivals competing in one of 12 matches on the 
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wheel: “! quit,” barbed-wire, steel cage, lumberjack 
strap, “Prince Of Darkness,” Texas death, coal 
miner’s glove, first blood, Texas bullrope, Russian 
chain, dog collar, and spinner’s choice, where the 
spinner gets to pick the type of bout. 

The hatred between Jack and Vader is genuine. It 
dates back to late last year, when Vader, Jack, Paul 
Orndorff, and Barry Windham were all in manager 
Harley Race’s camp. Almost out of nowhere, 
Windham, Vader, and Orndorff conspired to attack 
Jack. 

At Clash of the Champions XXil on January 13, 
Jack came to the aid of Sting and Dustin Rhodes in a 
match against Orndorff, Vader, and Windham. That 
served as a prelude to the events of April 21 in 
Atlanta, when Vader power-bombed Jack onto a con- 
crete floor. Jack was hospitalized with a severe con- 
cussion and periodic spells of amnesia. 

But the proud Jack vowed to return and did so on 
August 18 at Clash of the Champions XXIV. He 
brought the crowd to its feet by attacking Vader, set- 
ting the stage for Halloween Havoc. 


PHYSICAL ATTRIBUTES 


CACTUS JACK: Cactus Jack is 6'4" and weighs 
in at 277 pounds. A strength instructor in upstate 
New York who was friends with Jack described him 
as “the weakest big man I’ve ever seen. The guy 
couldn’t bench press as much as men half his size.” 
Jack, perhaps aware of his limitations, rarely uses 
his considerable size, even against much smaller 
men. Strength is not his asset. Jack does have the 
ability to wrestle all-out for long periods of time. It’s 
called stamina, and it isn’t gained by pumping iron. 
Jack is rugged and able to withstand tremendous 
punishment. He has trained his body for the rigors of 
the ring ... and outside the ring. 


BIG VAN VADER: At 6'5", 375 pounds, Big Van 
Vader is one of the biggest men in wrestling. He’s 
also one of the most powerful. Wrestlers admire his 
feats of strength in the gym, and are positively aston- 
ished by how he lifts large men as if they were paper 
dolls. Vader uses his bulk as a battering ram and 
easily mows over opponents. His powerbomb is 
fueled by the energy of immense size combined with 
fantastic power. As for Vader's stamina, opponents 
are staggered by the way a man so big can last so 
long at peak energy. His physical attributes, and the 
ability to use them, are the main reason he is such a 
intimidating champion. 
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OVERALL ABILITY 


CACTUS JACK: Jack has taken very little and 
turned it into a lot. He has almost no scientific ability 
and positively no aerial skills. He isn’t even a classic 
brawler in the mode of Stan Hansen or Bruiser Brody. 
Jack is an improvisational brawler who goes into a 
match without a specific game plan and tries to remove 
from it all order and style. A Cactus Jack match is unlike 
any other because Jack is likely to punch, kick, bite, and 
pull, in ways he never has before. He likes it best when 
he can get his hands on an opponent and roll around 
the arena. Since his brain lacks so much order, it makes 
sense Jack is at his best when order can’t be restored. 
Lacks a finishing maneuver. 


BIG VAN VADER: Vader, classically trained and 
with experience wrestling in North America and Japan, 
is a fine scientific wrestler, an outstanding brawler, and 
a surprisingly fine aerial artist for a man his size. There 
isn’t another man in wrestling who combines these posi- 
tive characteristics as Vader does. His powerbomb, of 
course, is one of the most lethal finishing maneuvers in 
wrestling; several men have been hospitalized by it. His 
overall wrestling knowledge grows daily because of the 
input of his manager, Harley Race, a seven-time former 
NWA World champion. Vader is equally adept against 
brawlers or scientific wrestlers. He is adaptable to 
change and willing to learn. 


Jack is at a distinct advantage when he able to bring the action outside the ring, where his impro- 
visational style is best served (above left). In contrast, Big Van Vader (above right) can be either 
a brawler or scientific wrestler. He’s smart, and remarkably agile for his size. 
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CACTUS JACK: It remains to be seen whether 
Cactus Jack has fully recovered from the powerbomb 
that nearly ended his career and could have caused 
permanent paralysis. Although he is mostly fearless, 
there must be a thought lurking in the back of his mind 
that Vader could do it again ... and this time end his 
career. Fortunately, Jack doesn’t always think along 
logical lines, and it’s more likely what Vader did will 
motivate him to gain revenge at all costs. Jack has 
had a long time to think about Vader and plan his 
revenge. Although Vader thinks more logically, Jack is 
unpredictable. That's an asset in “Spin The Wheel, 
Make The Deal.” 


The unorthodox Jack’s best hope is for a falls-count-anywhere or another unconfined match (above left), in which 


BIG VAN VADER: Vader has the confidence of 
being the three-time WCW World champion and 
knowing he has already seriously injured Jack. With 
Race at ringside, Vader will hold a huge advantage 
over his rival; Race won't hesitate to get involved if his 
man gets into trouble. Powerbomb II could end Jack’s 
career, and Vader would like nothing better. He has 
competed in all types of matches against all types of 
opponents, and will be ready for whatever Halloween 
Havoc has to offer. Best of all, he has experience 
wrestling under the tension of pay-per-view main 
events. Don’t discount that component. It won’t come 
into play until match night, and Vader will be ready. 


his unpredictable brawling style would seemingly be best suited. If Vader (above right) gets a match in which 
action is limited to the ring and he can use technical ability, he'll be virtually impossible for Jack to beat. 


OVERALL ANALYSIS 


Although Big Van Vader has the advantage in nearly every category, two factors will play an untold role in 
the outcome: Jack’s thirst for revenge, and which match the wheel stops upon. 

Vader has the advantage in any match that confines the action to the ring: He’d like to see the wheel end 
up on barbed-wire, steel cage, or lumberjack strap. Jack wants to see the wheel end up on matches involving 
hard objects, such as Russian chain, dog collar, and Texas bullrope. 

If the wheel ends up on “spinner’s choice,” expect Jack to pick falls-count-anywhere and Vader to select a 
cage match. If they do wrestle in a cage, we don’t see any way Jack can win. But in an unconfined match, 


Jack can outlast Vader and outbrawl him. 


Either way, expect a war and plenty of blood. Those insurance benefits will be paid! Oo 
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What's 
Behind The 
Evil Clown’s 
Disturbing 
Popularity ? 


Just last January, fans booed Doink the Clown 
every time he appeared in a WWE arena. 
Suddenly, fans are cheering for him, booing only 
when he’s not on a card. This alarming trend can’t 
easily be explained, but must be stopped 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


HE CHANT SPREAD 

from Berlin, Germany, to 

Edinburgh, Scotland, and 

everywhere in between on the 

WWP’s summer tour of Europe. 
Only the language changed. 

The fans in Sheffield, England, 
distraught over the trade of 
American soccer hero Harksey, 
seemed more upset with a notable 
omission on a WWF card there. 

“Doink! Doink! Doink!” the 
Berliners screamed. 

“Doink! Doink! Doink!” the 
Britons hollered. 

All around the wrestling globe, 
fans at WWE cards are shouting 
the name of Doink the Clown, the 
evil joker who scares the daylights 
out of little kids, but has seeming- 
ly found a following among 
teenagers and young adults. 

One long-time WWE observer 
referred to it as the “Pantera 
Effect,” in which children who 
reach a certain age assert their 
independence by liking bad music 
and unorthodox people. Crush, 
who has led the fight against 
Doink, shook his head in disbelief 
when he heard the fans chant for 
the clown. 

Somehow, Doink has become 
one of the most wanted wrestlers 
in the WWF. Sure, he’s still high 


Doink’s personality is pure rulebreaker, and yet he’s obviously a fan favorite to cer- 
tain segments of the WWF audience. How did this happen? 
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on the Most Hated list, simply 
because it is impossible to con- 
done the actions of Doink, Doink 
Ii, and Doink IIT. But this is a fact: 
When any Doink is on a card, 
attendance shoots up. When he’s 
not on a card, the fans want to 
know why. 

“Actually, it’s not too hard to 
figure out,” said WWF expert 
Thomas Pilliard. “When Doink 
wrestles Crush, the fans are 
squarely on Crush’s side and 
against Doink. But when Doink 
wrestles Marty Jannetty or Doink 
II wrestles Tito Santana. the fans 
root for the Doinks. Jannetty and 
Santana are two of the least popu- 
lar fan favorites in recent memory. 
The fans like Doink because at 
least he has a personality.” 

That might be a viable explana- 
tion, and we're not about to argue 
with the venerable Mr. Pilliard, 


44 The Wrestler 


The Kid has 
become one 
of the 
WWF's most 
popular 
wrestlers, 
yet few of 
his fans 
were out- 
raged at the 
beating he 
took from 
Doink at a 
recent WWF 
Monday 
Night Raw. 


but liking Doink because he is 
outlandish is similar to liking 


Helen Hart (Bret's mom) of all people appears delighted to see one of the rule- 


David Koresh or Saddam Hussein 
because they make things happen. 
We're not comparing Doink to a 
cult murderer, but if people can 
like him, what’s next? 

This is a disturbing trend. 
Although outsiders often refer to 
wrestling as a battle of good vs. 
evil (in reality, the lines are rarely 
drawn that clearly), there is 
always a segment of the popula- 
tion that supports the rulebreaker. 
Often, as in the case of Ric Flair 
in the 1980s, it is because the 
wrestler’s talents make it easy to 
overlook his personality defaults. 
Or, in the case of Hulk Hogan, 
some people dislike him because 
they think he’s a phony. 

We can’t think of any reason to 
like the clown. He breaks every 
rule in the book. The three Doinks 
have combined to win nearly all of 
their matches through rulebreak- 
ing. They rarely wrestle. 

Even worse, Doink has commit- 
ted the unpardonable sin of mak- 
ing children afraid of clowns. 
How many six-year-olds out there 
cry their eyes out every time they 


breaking Doinks in the spotlight. Of course, this was before the bizarre clown 
aligned himself with the Harts’ arch-rival, Jerry Lawier. 


attend a circus and see a clown? 
These poor children should be 
laughing, not crying! 

This is like having a rulebreak- 
ing Mickey Mouse, or a Barney 
the Dinosaur who eats babies. 
How about a killer cocker spaniel? 


Two of the three Doinks pantomime in 
the ring (above).Too bad they’re not 
wrestling each other—we’d root for a 
double-countout. It’s tough enough for 
a talented and powerful wrestler like 
Crush to take on Doink. But when two 
clowns work against him (right), he has 
virtually no shot of winning. 


See what we mean? Young chil- 
dren are very impressionable; 
Doink is passing on the wrong 
impression about clowns. 

Teenagers and adults shouldn’t 
encourage such behavior by 
laughing at it or shouting for 
Doink. They must let WWF exec- 
utives know that Doink is not wel- 
come in their towns; he should be 
an outcast. And what’s so funny 
about an evil clown? Why do peo- 
ple laugh at this? Have we lost all 
sense of values? 

Federation insiders report some 
fans have asked for refunds in 
towns where Doink did not 


appear. When a WWE card is 
announced, one of the first ques- 
tions asked is: “Is Doink on the 
card?” We wish the answer was no 
every time. 

The so-called “Pantera Effect” 
seems to be the most reasonable 


explanation for the Doink phe- 
nomenon. People between the 
ages of 12 and 18 are often drawn 
to nonconformists. They like peo- 
ple who break the rules and, even 
worse, gO against society. 


As for Mr. Pilliard’s explana- 
tion, it is sure that many fans dis- 
like Santana and Jannetty. But 
why? These are two of the most 
talented wrestlers in the federa- 
tion. They are worthy of praise 
and respect, not disdain. 

Many months ago, the editors of 
THE WRESTLER called for Doink’s 
banishment from the WWF. What 
has happened is exactly what we 
feared. Doink is becoming a 
WWE staple and people are actu- 
ally rooting for him. 

Warning to parents of young 
boys and girls: Don’t buy a ring- 
side seat to the next WWE card. 
Sit in the rafters, where the 
clown’s chilling effect is slightly 
tempered. 

And here’s a plea for Doink’s 
many fans: Don’t root for this 
crazed lunatic. Boo him out of 


town! Have some respect for 
decency. There are already too 
many negative influences on 
young children. 

We don’t want Doink. Neither 
should you. oO 
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Angry and set on revenge, Bullet Bob Armstrong 
has assembled his troops and taken aim. 
His target? Jim Cornette 


Watch out, Cornette! “Armstron 


g’s Army” is coming. From left: Rick Morton, Scott, Bob, and Steve 


Armstrong, and Robert Gibson. All five are determined to gain revenge on the dastardly manager. 


By Kostya Kennedy 


ANDOM BULLETS ARE 

among the tragedies of war. 
Rooftop soldiers fire wildly down 
upon cities under siege; as the 
ammunition flies, unconsciously 
claiming its victims, one realizes 
anew just how deadly a bullet can 
be. 
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There is a wrestling war cur- 
rently being waged in the southern 
provinces of this fine land, and in 
it a “Bullet” flies. But Bullet Bob 
Armstrong, a sniper with a target 
of his own, issues no random fire. 
As he leads his war across the 
Smoky Mountain, he has but a 
single aim: Jim Cornette. 

“That Louisiana loudmouth is 


goin’ down. He’s goin’ down hard,” 
Armstrong spat out recently 
through teeth clenched in hate. 
“He messed with me, and that’s 
messin’ with the wrong man. You 
get on the wrong side of Bullet 
Bob Armstrong and you get 
burned. It's that simple.” 

Even at his somewhat 
advanced age, Armstrong cuts an 


a 


Each side’s ringleaders do battle, one 
on one. And to no one’s surprise, the 
veteran Bob Armstrong, recently out of 
retirement, has James E. Cornette right 
where he wants him. 


2 zs 


Rick Morton, of “Armstrong’s Army” and The Rock ’n’ Roll Express, takes Don 


Harris of Cornette’s Bruise Brothers viciously to the mat. 


imposing and dangerous figure. If 
you stand next to him in the brutal, 
shimmering heat of a Tennessee 
afternoon, and if he’s sweatin’ 
mad as he talks to you, you get to 


Steve Armstrong (left) and father Bob (right) have Tom Prichard of The Heavenly 
Bodies in their grasp. Smoky Mountain fans love this rivalry. 


saying to yourself: “Thank God I’m 
not Jim Cornette.” 

It was Cornette who made that 
cowardly attack on Armstrong, 
beating him with a tennis racket 
so hard that the “Bullet” was 
rushed to a hospital. As he healed 
from his injuries, Armstrong got 
angry; as his health returned, so 
did his old-time fire. He became 
so intent on exacting revenge that 
he left his commissioner’s post 
and got himself a current wrestling 
license. He canceled his personal 
appointments, told his friends not 
to call, and concentrated his hot 
ire on Cornette. 

Yet even as he seethed, 
Armstrong knew he couldn’t do it 
alone. Cornette rarely struts in 
risky places without his Heavenly 
Bodies around to protect him. 
What’s more, the gruesome 
Bruise Brothers are always eager 
to interfere on Cornette’s behalf. 

Armstrong enlisted his sons, 
Scott and Steve, as well as the 
talented Rock ’n’ Roll Express, 
into his self-led posse. They 
assembled together privately, in 
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Two for the price of one! Tom Prichard is already down in the corner, and Scott Armstrong seems 
determined that fellow Heavenly Body Jimmy Del Ray join him. 


some secret quarter, and Arm- 
strong laid down his plans. No one 
knows exactly what was said, nor 
what strategies were drawn. But 
the lieges listened closely. And 
now, often speckled with war 
paint, or dressed in military 
fatigues, they call themselves 
“Armstrong’s Army,” and they’ve 
got fightin’ on their minds. 

“That Cornette better pray,” 
Bob Armstrong said. “We don’t fig- 
ure on him walkin’ away by the 
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time we’re finished with him. | 
want every inch of his flabby body 
to feel and remember the pain of 
Bullet Bob Armstrong.” 

Strong words, and after seeing 
Armstrong’s Army deal out pun- 
ishment in the ring, ominous ones 
as well. But Cornette, who seems 
to regard pain and the thought of it 
as nothing more than a trifle, 
hears the threats and doesn’t 
flinch. 

“Does that wimp think he can 


scare me? Hah!” he drawled 
recently. “I’ve had a lot worse 
things to worry about than Ballet 
Bob or whatever he calls himself. 
He couldn’t hurt me in 10 years of 
firin’ his wimpy blanks. Me and the 
fellas, we can take care of our- 
selves.” 

The battle lines are drawn and 
the allegiances are clear: The 
three Armstrongs, Ricky Morton, 
and Robert Gibson stand together 
on one side, Cornette, Jim Del 


RS 


owe 


A determined Robert Gibson of The Rock ’n’ Roll Express (right) 
to knock Ron Harris of The Bruise Brothers off-balance. 


Ray, Tom Prichard, and the 
Harrises (Ron and Don) on the 
other. Bad blood brews and 
steams among 10 intense men 
here, but for all the passion on 
both sides of the warpath, the bat- 
tle boils down to a pair of men 
named Bob and Jim. 

“Me and Steve like to knock 
around the Heavenly Bodies ’cuz 
they're a couple of no-good, ego- 
tistical louts,” Scott Armstrong 
said recently. “I enjoy puttin’ those 
preenin’ morons in place. But 
Dad's got the real investment in 


this, and it shows. For him it’s a 
matter of personal pride, and he’s 
more focused than I’ve ever seen 
him. 

“There’s somethin’ else goin’ on 
in Dad’s head. He must really hate 
that Cornette. Every time Daddy 
hears his name he gets this bad 
ol’ look in his eyes, like he’s hun- 
gry and wild. That look scares me 
sometimes.” 

Even in SMW, where intense 
feuds seem to spring from the hot 
earth and blossom into some of 
the roughest wrestling around, the 


battle stands out. 

“You've got athletic tag teams 
and powerful veteran wrestlers 
goin’ at it,” said SMW manager 
Ron Wright, an interested sideline 
spectator. “When you add in that 
Bullet Bob is almost insane with 
wantin’ revenge, and you see 
Cornette and his boys tryin’ to dis- 
mantle the whole damn Armstrong 
clan, you know why we'’re all call- 
in’ this thing a full-fledged war.” 

Full-fledged and raging across 
the Smoky Mountains in “Bullet” 
form. Oo 
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INTERNATIONAL 
BOXING 
England vs. Germany 


Undefeated Middleweights, Sue 
Catkin and Ricky Kumar fight 
for the Women’s European 
Middleweight Championship. 
60 minutes 
$34.95 plus $3.00 postage 


NY Residents add 8 1/2% sales tax 


Send Check, M/O, VISA/MC to 
RINGWISE PRODUCTIONS 
P.O. BOX 2244 
New Hyde Park, NY 11040 
Send $1.00 for Catalog 
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YOUR LETTERS 


(Continued from page 5) 


Big Van Vader's actions (here against Sting) are cause for him to be banned or at 


least forfeit his WCW World title, says reader Ruth Davis. 


along with it. 

Once rid of Vader, | look for His 
Lordship, Steven Regal, to have 
the belt around his waist. 

RUTH DAVIS 
Culver City, CA 


GORDON THE GREAT 

During a recent Saturday lunch, 
| was pleasantly surprised when | 
tuned in to a syndicated showing 
of WCW Pro Wresiling to find a 
familiar voice gracing the air- 
waves: Gordon Solie is back. “The 
Dean” is the greatest wrestling 
announcer of all time. And the sky 
is blue, and the grass is green. 

But seriously, | probably 
learned the names of more 
wrestling holds in that one-hour 
broadcast than | did in the past 
two years. You'll never see 


Gordon take the easy way out by 
exclaiming, “Wow, look at that! 
What a move! What a great 
maneuver!” 

David Rosenbaum was 110 
percent right in his assessment of 
Gordon the Great (“No Holds 
Barred,” September 1993). It 
hardly did Gordon the proper jus- 
tice, but it would take every page 
in your magazine to even scratch 
the proverbial surface, let alone 
two pages. Good show, Dave. 

The WWF can have Jim 
“Sellout” Ross, Bobby “The 
Comedian” Heenan, and Randy 
“Ooh, Yeah! Dig It!” Savage. I'll 
take “The Dean” any day. I’d elab- 
orate further, but it’s getting close 
to noon ... 

HARRY SIMON 
Las Vegas (| 


THIS MONTH IN... 


Why LEX LUGER will succeed as “The 
Next Hulk Hogan” 


| DSDHA 


THE PWI 500 A comprehensive listing of the 
top 500 wrestlers, complete with cross- 
referencing, personal stats, and mini- 
biographies of each grappler! 


Explained! The love-hate relationship 
between STING and RIC FLAIR 
PLUS... PLUS... 
Are U.K. fans turning their backs on DAVEY 505 pounds—not enough to go around! 
BOY SMITH? ... Exclusive photos: LEX Where YOKOZUNA went wrong! ... Our 
LUGER conquers America! ... A wild “Press 10-point system shows why STEVE 
Conference” interview with CACTUS JACK | AUSTIN could be WCW World champ! ... 
... A full-color centerfold, plus career The 10 wrestlers TAMMY FYTCH wants to 
biography, of BRET HART put under her spell ... LUNA-cy! The story 
behind wrestling’s most unstable stable 


All this—and much more!—in the December 


All this—and much more!—in the 
1993 issue of Pro Wresiling Illustrated 


December 1993 issue of Inside Wrestling 


NOW ON SALE! NOW ON SALE! 


CORRESPONDENTS REPORTS 


(Continued from page 14) 


unusual duo of WWF World 
champ Yokozuna and Bam Bam 
Bigelow. Since they were out- 
weighed by several hundred 
pounds, the Steiners needed to 
find a way to offset their weight 
disadvantage. Scott used a 
“Steinerline” and a dropkick to 
stagger Bigelow; the “Beast From 
The East” retaliated with a flying 
headbutt, then tagged out to his 
partner. 

Rick wasn’t able to knock 
Yokozuna off his feet, but he fortu- 
nately escaped Yokozuna’s banzai 
splash. Bigelow later applied a 
bearhug on Rick, who escaped 
once again. Bigelow tried a full 
nelson and brought him to the cor- 
ner, where manager Mr. Fuji tried 
to nail him with his flagpole. Rick 
ducked; Fuji blasted Bam Bam. 
Rick rolled him up for the pin. 

In other bouts: Razor Ramon 
defeated Intercontinental champi- 
on Shawn Michaels by disqualifi- 
cation when Diesel interfered ... 
Randy Savage defeated Doink by 
countout ... The Undertaker 
pinned Mr. Hughes ... The Kid 
defeated “Brooklyn Brawler” Steve 
Lombardi ... Bastion Booger 
defeated Tito Santana ... The 
Headshrinkers defeated Men on a 
Mission. 


Morristown, TN (Correspon- 
dent—Timothy A. Walker): 
Former Smoky Mountain champi- 
on Tracey Smothers once again 
faced current champ Brian Lee. 
Smothers was seconded by Tim 
Horner, who tried to keep Lee’s 
manager, Tammy Fytch, from 
interfering. Smothers got the early 
edge, landing a dropkick and 
pounding Lee’s head into a con- 
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Former Smoky Mountain champ Tracey Smothers makes his traditional entrance, 


Confederate flag in tow. He defeated current champion Brian Lee by disqualification 


after the match deteriorated into a brawl. 


crete wall outside the ring. He 
added insult to injury by throwing a 
soda in Lee’s face. 

The brawl continued outside the 
ring; Smothers’ subsequent pin 
attempt was foiled when Fytch dis- 
tracted the referee. She later 
slapped Smothers while Lee held 
him. Chris Candido entered the 
altercation when Horner tried to 
stop Fytch from handing Lee a 
coal miner’s glove. Candido 
smashed Horner with a chair. 
Finally, Tracey tried to put the 
glove on, but Lee blindsided him. 
The referee awarded Smothers 
the match by disqualification. 

In other bouts: Steve, Scott, & 
Bob Armstrong beat The Heavenly 


Bodies & Jim Cornette by disquali- 
fication ... SMW tag team champi- 
ons The Bruise Brothers defeated 
The Rock ’n’ Roll Express in a no- 
disqualification, no time-limit match 
... Tim Horner defeated Chris 
Candido in a “baby bottle” match 
... The Mongolian Stomper pinned 
Kevin Sullivan ... “Dirty White Boy” 
Tony Anthony beat Bobby Blaze 
when the referee ruled Blaze was 
unable to continue. 


Lincolnton, NC (Correspon- 
dent—Gus Lariwood): Early in 
the day, PWF heavyweight cham- 
pion Italian Stallion and junior 
heavyweight champ George South 
made a charity appearance 


The PWF’s two champions, Italian Stallion and George South, went at it in a lumber- 
jack match. Stallion was disqualified after the referee thought Flaming Youth, who 
had been thrown into the ring, was interfering on his behalf. 


together at a local department 
store. They were there to help 
raise money to find a cure for 
leukemia. 

When the sun went down, they 
wanted only to destroy one anoth- 
er. They squared off in a lumber- 
jack match. South was seconded 
by Austin Steele, while Stallion 
entered the ring alone. 

The ring was surrounded by 12 
angry lumberjacks. Both men took 
their turn getting thrown out of the 
ring—and promptly being tossed 
back in. Finally, Stallion saw his 
chance. He powerslammed South 
and went for the pin. The devious 
Steele threw lumberjack Flaming 
Youth into the ring. 


The referee saw him in the ring 
and disqualified Stallion, believing 
Flaming Youth had interfered on 
his behalf. 

In other bouts: Gladiator Il 
defeated Terry Austin ... Flaming 
Youth won an eight-man battle 
royal, eliminating Black Scorpion 

. Tag team champions Flaming 
Youth & Cruel Connection II 
defeated Super Brat & Black 


Scorpion. oO 
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federation for long. 

Lord Steven Regal doesn’t 
care who holds the WCW TV 
title. He contends he’s on a 
mission for Her Majesty to 
bring that belt back to England. 
That means he'll be after new 
champ Rick Steamboat, who 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING 


(Continued from page 7) 


defeated Paul Orndorff at 
Clash of the Champions. Better 
hurry, Steve, the WCW U.K. 
tour is fast approaching. 

Now that The Hollywood 
Blonds have been dethroned 
as NWA/WCW World tag team 


career is at somewhat of a 
crossroads. Fellow Blond 
Brian Pillman is nursing an 
ankle injury, so it appears 
Austin will go solo for a while. 
Surprisingly, Austin has said he 
thinks he’s capable of winning 
the WCW World title. A lofty 
goal ... 

The heated feud between 
Chris Adams and Brian 
Christopher was short and 
strange. Adams traveled to the 
USWA to expose Christopher’s 
maid, Miss Simpson, as his 
own estranged wife, Toni 
Adams. Since then, Adams 
and Christopher had been 
vying for her affections; poor 
Toni was torn. 

Christopher showed up for a 
match against Adams with both 
Toni and new valet Robin in 
tow. During the match, Robin 
supplied Christopher with a 
chain to use on Adams. But 
after Toni got her hands on it, 
she wouldn’t allow Christopher 
to use it. With the referee 
knocked out, Robin entered the 
ring and kayoed Adams with a 
shoe. Christopher won the 
match, and as a result of a pre- 
match stipulation, Adams must 
leave town. 

North American champ Rod 
Price will be ready if he goes 
back to Global. Price is still angry 
about Adams tearing out his 
hair weave several months ago. 


Brian Christopher pummels Chris 
Adams during their loser-leaves-town 
match in Memphis, eventually won by 
Christopher. Igniting the feud was the 
confused Toni Adams, Chris’ estranged 
wife, who worked for Christopher as 
“Nanny Simpson.” 


If you saw SummerSlam and wondered why James E. Cornette was wearing a neck 
brace ... here’s the reason. The colorful manager was sent to the hospital after 
receiving several piledrivers from arch-rival Bob Armstrong. 


By the way, the referee for 
the Adams-Christopher match 
was Mr. Clyde, who was also 
the cage attendant for the 
Lawler-Hart match in Memphis. 
He was lucky enough to be on 
the receiving of a Gonzales 
nervehold during that match; 
the Giant used it on him to 
make sure he’d get in the cage. 

But you gotta love the name! 

In Smoky Mountain, one man 
was headed to the hospital 
while two others went straight 
to the bank. Bob Armstrong 
used some devastating pile- 
drivers to send Jim Cornette 
to the hospital. Now Cornette is 
bringing in Terry Funk to go 
after Armstrong. Both Cornette 
and Armstrong want the SMW 
commissioner job, and both 
are bent on running the other 
out of town. 

At the same time, Brian Lee 


and Tammy Fytch are busy 
counting their money. Ron 
Wright, manager of “Dirty 
White Boy” Tony Anthony, 
gave Lee and Fytch a bounty 
check for $25,000 for injuring 
Tracey Smothers. Anthony 
complained he deserved a 
share of the cash, but Wright 
disagreed. An Anthony-Lee 
feud could be set to explode. 

Chris Candido and Tim 
Horner are preparing to 
engage in a series of “country 
whippin” matches. They had 
been going at in “baby bottle” 
and “diaper” matches. One 
hilarious bout saw Horner 
defeat Candido, then take him 
under the ring, strip off Chris’ 
wrestling gear, and force him to 
wear a giant diaper. The crowd 
loved it! Candido didn't. 

That’s what’s happening. See 
you at the matches! O 
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York: Bret Hart defeats Curt Hennig 
for the I-C title. 

SummerSlam ’92, August 29, 
Wembley Stadium, London: Davey 
Boy Smith defeats Bret Hart for the I- 
C title. 

But at SummerSlam ’93, Michaels 
walked in and out of the ring with the 
golden strap. Amazing, isn’t it? And 
just as amazing is Hennig’s 0-3 
record (including two titles lost) in I- 
C title matches at SummerSlams! 

This is one of those great stats that 
is often overlooked. If Saratoga Race 
Course is the “Graveyard Of 
Favorites” and Court 3 is the upset 
court at the U.S. Open, then 
SummerSlam is where I-C champions 
go to die. Who could’ve blamed 
Michaels if he didn’t even bother to 
show up at SummerSlam °93? History 
said his fate was written in stone. 

Maybe Michaels doesn’t know his 
wrestling history. Maybe he wasn’t 
told that he had no chance to win. 
Because five times Hennig had two- 
counts, but each time Michaels 
escaped. Finally, with 11 minutes 
gone, Diesel interfered and kept histo- 
ry from repeating for the fifth time. 
He rammed Hennig’s head into the 
outer ringpost, causing “Mr. Perfect” 
to be knocked out and counted out. 

While Hennig slept, history was 
made. McMahon missed it. Unless 
you read this column, so did you. 

ok 
Not that I’m on an anti-McMahon 
kick this month, but ... 

How many octaves can McMahon 
twist his voice into in one night? How 
unbearable is it to listen to him for 
three hours after paying $27.95 for 
SummerSlam °93? Were they trying 
to torture us by showing Jim Ross 
doing the overseas version? Why 
couldn’t we have Ross? 

McMahon used to be a great 
wrestling announcer, but now he’s 
unlistenable. Clearly, nobody in the 
WWE has the guts to tell the boss 
how bad he is, because they’re all 
afraid of getting fired. 

“Vince, you stink as an announc- 
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NO HOLDS BARRED 


(Continued from page 8) 


SummerSlam has traditionally been good for I-C challengers, such as The Ultimate 
Warrior, who beat The Honky Tonk Man in 1988. It wasn’t good for Curt Hennig, 
who twice lost at SummerSlam as I-C champion, and lost this year as a challenger. 


er!” any honest director would say. 

Why does he always scream? 
What’s with those ridiculous voices 
he puts on? Doesn’t his throat hurt 
after a pay-per-view or WWF Monday 
Night Raw? It must. Nobody really 
talks like that. 

Funniest moment of SummerSlam: 
Heenan showing on his telestrator 
how an Irwin R. Schyster move spells 
out 1040 (as in tax form)! 

Funniest moment of SummerSlam, 
Part Deux: Jerry Lawler coming out 
and berating Detroit’s cars. 

Funniest moment of SummerSlam, 
Part Trois: Marty Jannetty submitting 
to Ludvig Borga. How the mighty 
have fallen! 

My favorite moment of Sum- 
merSlam pay-per-view was when Joe 
Fowler, the hideous new WWE 
announcer, told Lex Luger’s bus dri- 
ver he was allowed one stupid ques- 
tion per pay-per-view. He then asked 
the driver who would win the Luger- 
Yokozuna main event. 

By that time, Fowler had long 
passed his self-imposed quota. The 
moment he opened his mouth, I knew 
the WWF had picked another winner 


off the sportscaster bandwagon. This 
guy, who bombed doing weekend 
work in Philadelphia before finding 
refuge announcing an American 
Gladiators knockoff, makes Vince 
look good. 

Fowler and McMahon make me 
glad there are mute controls on cable 
remotes. Thank goodness for modern 
technology! 

Just so nobody misunderstands, I 
thought SummerSlam °93 was a pret- 
ty good card. There was even one 
Match of the Year candidate in The 
Heavenly Bodies vs. Rick and Scott 
Steiner, even though it lasted less 
than 10 minutes. The Steiners were in 
peak form and Jim Del Ray surprised 
a lot of people. Jim Cornette, of 
course, is always entertaining. 

The next WWF pay-per-view is 
The Survivor Series, which has been 
totally ruined by McMahon (it’s no 
longer really The Survivor Series). 
I'll save my money (so should you) 
and wait until The Royal Rumble, the 
one WWF PPV worth paying for. 

You know, a one-year subscription to 
THE WRESTLER costs less than a WWF 
or WCW PPV. Keep thatin mind. [) 
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YOU ASKED US 


(Continued from page 16) 


Contributing Editor Liz Hunter maintains t 


he latest Lex Luger is the real Lex Luger. 


She says becoming a fan favorite and patriot, visiting the likes of Children’s 
Hospital in Philadelphia, has enabled him to relax. 


make their title reigns last for- 
ever. In a nutshell, I rate world 
champions by the quantity and 


quality of their title defenses.” 
oe a oe 


Q: “A question for The Great Muta: 


A: 


How do you feel about Hulk 
Hogan saying the WWF World 
title is not as prestigious as the 
IWGP title?”—Tony Rothman, 
Van Nuys, CA 

“I respect Hulk Hogan very 
much,” Muta said through an 
interpreter. “I feel it is an 
honor to win any title, but I am 
especially proud to be IWGP 
champion. The tradition of that 
title means very much to me. 
Perhaps Hogan said what he 
said about the WWF title 
because he too knows how 
important the IWGP title is to 
wrestlers all over the world. 
Wrestlers from many countries 
come to Japan to try to win this 
belt from me. The WWF title, 


from what I am told, is defend- 


ed mainly in the United States.” 
ok ok ok 


Q: “My question is for Contributing 


Editor Liz Hunter: Do you think 
Lex Luger’s conversion to a fan 
favorite and an American hero 
will last?”—Peter Chambliss, 
Toledo, OH 


A: “These days it’s hard to say for 


sure with any wrestler who has 
a change of attitude,” replied 
Hunter. “But Lex is taking his 
new role of defending America 
very seriously. In the time I’ve 
been around him he has seemed 
a lot more relaxed than he was 
in previous years. Plus the man 
took a couple months out of his 
life just to tour America on the 
‘Lex Express.’ I know how 
much he loves wrestling, but he 
put that on the back burner for 
a while so he could go meet the 
fans. My feeling is the new Lex 
Luger is the real Lex Luger.” [1 


September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 
September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndorff, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel, 

May 1986/Stories include; Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A, 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
taslics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 


November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 

May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch, 

July 1987/Stories include: Cornette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ko- 
lofts, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition, 

April 1988/Stories include: Bonus 4- 
page color section! Starrcade, Survivor 
Series, World Class. 

May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 

June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 

July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering. 


| September 1988/Stories include: Dug- 


gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham. 
October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Mid- 
night Ex., DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 
January 1989/Stories include; Kevin 
Von, Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 
February 1989/Stories include: War- 
riors, Ultimate-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy, 
March 1989/Stories include: Jarrett, 
Flair, Jake-Andre, Bigelow-Windham. 
April 1989/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Warriors, Andre, Hogan-Savage. 

May 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Valentine. 

June 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Martel, Ultimate-Savage, Luger, Flair. 
July 1989/Stories include: Warrior, Ho- 
gan-Bra-vo, Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes. 
September 1989/Stories include: Flair- 
Funk, Piper, Demolition, Zeus, 
October 1989/Stories include: Hogan & 
Beefcake vs. Zeus & Savage, Hyatt, 
Hayes, Long, Embry, WWF Horsemen, 
November 1989/Stories include: Piper- 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Flair-Funk. 
December 1989/Stories include: Muta- 
Sting, Andre-Ultimate, Windham. 
January 1990/Stories include: Pillman, 
Hogan, Rich-Luger, Tully & Arn. 
February 1990/Stories include: Sting- 
Luger, Gordy, Martel, Hogan-Brown. 
March 1990/Stories include: Steiners, 
Flair-Funk, Hogan-Zeus, Survivors. 
April 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Woman, Piper-Heenan, Travis. 
May 1990/Stories include: Sting & Ulti- 
mate, Bossman, Von Erichs, Hogan. 
June 1990/Stories include; Hogan, 
Rockers, Koloffs, Horsemen, Flair-Luger. 
duly 1990/Stories include: Poffo, Dusty- 
Savage, Luger-Flair, Doom, Blanchard. 
August 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Warrior, Embry, Demolition, Doom. 
September 1990/Stories include: Ulti- 
mate, Haynes, Luger, Doom, Tugboat. 
October 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Earthquake, Ultimate, Flair, Rich. 
November 1990/Stories include: Luger 
& Sting, Beefcake, Race, Steiners. 
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January 1991/Stories include: Survivor 
Series, Sting, Beefcake, Flair, Woman. 


.February 1991/Stories include: Sting-Vi- 
‘cious, Muta-Steamboat, Warrior, Hogan. 


March 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Warrior, Piper, Cornette, Steiners. 

April 1991/Stories include: Hogan, DiBi- 
ase, Skyscrapers, Luger, Zenk. 

May 1991/Stories include: yale 
Slaughter, Flair, Eaton, Sheik- ; 
June 1991/Stories include: Hogan, 
Nastys, Sting, Flair, Cactus Jack. 

July 1991/Stories include: Flair- 
Fujinami, Nastys, Steiners, Savage. 
August 1991/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Luger-Nikita, Hennig, Poffo. 
September 1991/Stories include: 
Steiners vs. Sting & Luger, LOD, Cactus. 
November 1991/Stories include: Luger, 
Steamboat, Piper, Global. 

December 1991/Stories include: Flair- 
Hogan, Beverlys, Sting-Luger. 

January 1992/Stories include: LOD, 
Badd, Hughes, Roberts, Gossett. 
February 1992/Stories include: Fiair, 
Simmons, Santana, Backlund. 

March 1992/Stories include: Pillman, 
WWF title, Rude, Mountie-Hart. 

April 1992/Stories include: Bearer, 
WCW magic, Hennig & Flair, LPWA. 
May 1992/Stories include: Flair, Ander- 
son & Eaton, Piper, Rhodes, USWA. 
June 1992/Stories include; Flair-Hogan- 
Justice, Gilbert, Warrior, Vegas. 

July 1992/Stories include: Rude, LOD, 
Madusa, Monsoon, Nurse Vanessa. 
August 1992/Stories include: Warrior, 
Bunkhouse, Undertaker-Roberts, Sting. 
September 1992/Stories include: LOD, 
Repo vs. Crush, Kleen, Freebirds. 
October 1992/Stories include: Bulldog 
& Warrior, Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Austin. 
November 1992/Stories include: Crush, 
Reed, Hennig, Sting, Rogers. 
December 1992/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Roberts, Simmons, Rock 'n’ Rolls. 
January 1993/Stories include: Ramon- 
Savage, Sting-Roberts, Disasters. 
February 1993/Stories include: Hart, 
Rick Steiner, Backlund, Austin. 

April 1993/Stories include: Changing 
faces, Steamboat, Ramon, Tatanka. 
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Lith... 


Every month, The Wrestler will comb 


through its extensive photo files and shine its 
spotlight on an outstanding wrestler, manager, 


or tag team. We'll present unforgettable 
highlights in the action-packed careers 
of the sport's greatest stars, culled from 


the most extensive photographic archives 


anywhere in the wrestling world! 


“MR. WONDERFUL” PAUL ORNDORFF 


E CALLS HIMSELF “Mr. Wonderful,” and, 
H if truth be told, his career has been just that. 

Despite dropping the WCW World TV title to 
Rick Steamboat at Clash of the Champions XXIV, the 
veteran Orndorff is still one of the sport’s toughest 
competitors. 

Orndorff left a career as a pro football player to 
become a wrestler in 1979. He teamed with Jimmy 
Snuka later that year to win the NWA World tag team 
title. He soon moved to Georgia, where he captured 
the National heavyweight belt several times. 

When he entered the WWF as a rulebreaker in 
1983, he befriended Roddy Piper and manager 
Bobby Heenan. Piper and Orndorff lost to Hulk 
Hogan and Mr. T at the inaugural WrestleMania. 
Orndorff eventually fired Heenan and entered 
Hogan’s camp. A series of misunderstandings led to 
a brutal feud between the two; Orndorff never cap- 
tured the “Hulkster’s” WWF World title. 

In 1987, “Mr. Wonderful” left wrestling to open his 
own bowling alley. He returned to wrestling in 
November 1989, defeating USWA Texas champion 
Kerry Von Erich by disqualification. He briefly 
joined Sting’s “Dudes With Attitudes,” then left 
WCW for the UWF, where he had a violent feud with 
Steve Williams. Their matches were often marred by 
interference of Cactus Jack and Bob Orton; the latter 
claimed he drove Orndorff out of the sport in 1987. 

Orndorff entered Smoky Mountain in May 1992, 
losing to Brian Lee in a tournament final to deter- 
mine the federation’s first champion. He returned to 
WCW and quickly began feuding with Sting and 
Cactus Jack. Cactus attacked him with a shovel in a 
Thunderdome cage match at Clash of the Champions 
XXII. He did the same at SuperBrawl III, and in both 
bouts he pinned Orndorff. 
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He recovered to defeat Erik Watts in a tournament 
final to determine a WCW TV champion in March. 
Lord Steven Regal has recently drawn his ire, as 
have WCW fans who continue to infuriate him with 
chants of “Paula”! 

Nonetheless, he’s more than deserving of time in 
our “Spotlight.” 


August 1981: Just 
Starting to be won- 
derful, Paul Orndorff 
applies a camel 
clutch on Jake Rob- 
erts (below) during 
a match in New Or- 
leans. Both would 
have successful 
careers during the 
decade, 


June 1992: Orndorff returned to WCW 
in mid-1992, where he took on Bob Orton 
in one of his initial matches (above). 
His second go-round in the federation 
would be as stormy as his first. 


July 1982: Independence Day, to be precise, and Orndorff is 
trying to declare his against the rampaging “Superfly” Jimmy 
Snuka (left) at The Omni in Atlanta. 


August 1986: Orndorff and Hulk Hogan had once been allies, 
but then fell out (above). Try as he did, “Mr. Wonderful” could 
never quite knock Hogan off his perch as WWF World champion. 


October 1992: Sting was also an 
Orndorff friend turned foe. “Mr. 
Wonderful,” once part of Sting’s 
“Dudes With Attitudes,” gives the 
“Stinger” something to think about 
during a WCW card. 


teers = 


February 1993: Orndorff and Cactus 
Jack were intense rivals before Jack 
was injured. Orndorff was twice 
attacked by Jack’s shovel, and he was 
pinned in both matches. 
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4. "So these are English fans,” says Bru- 
tus Beefcake (right), flanked by manag- 
er Jimmy Hart, as they survey an arena 
crowd in the midst of the WWF's U.K. 
tour. it was a significant trip for Beefcake, 
who twice pinned Terry Taylor. 


A Sting, meet Sting! The WCW star and his recording 
artist namesake met recently in Atlanta, where the 
singer put the “Stinger” in a not-so-painful headiock, 
You don’t think they might adopt each other's careers 
now, do you? We don’t, either. 


A On your mark ... get set ... mange! PWF stars Italian 
Stallion and George South chow down in the annual 
spaghetti-eating contest at Roma's Ill Pizzeria 
Restaurant in Princeton, West Virginia. Stallion broke 
his own world record, gulping a pound of pasta in 17 
seconds. Anybody got some antacids? 


Y Hulk Hogan is taking a semi-sabbatical from the WWF to 
begin shooting on his upcoming syndicated TV action series, 
Thunder In Paradise. if these companions are among the 
fringe benefits of such work, who can blame him? 


¥v The USWA’s Wolfie D. (left) and J.C. Ice obviously harbor 
fantasies of being 1950s juvenile delinquents. Why else would 
they be attempting to steal this automobile's hubcaps? Sorry, 
guys, we don’t think that’s real keen. 


4 The King and his Coke: Jerry Lawler relaxes in his Memphis 
home, in a room decorated with memorabilia from Coca-Cola 
and his beloved Cleveiand Browns. Like any good Southerner, 
Jerry prefers his Coke in the classic bottles. 


¥ She’s Debbie Combs, among the most renowned of 
women wrestlers. He’s Corky Holbrook, bass player and 
vocalist for Sly Dog, the backing band for country star 
Billy Ray Cyrus. They met at Bally’s Hotel in Las Vegas. 


A Few have ever called The Moondogs intellectual titans, but even 
Spike and Cujo know well enough to stay away from drugs. The 
USWA tag team champs illustrate the point with manager Richard Lee. 


TOP 10 TAG TEAMS 
| YOKOZUNA ARN ANDERSON & PAUL ROMA 
550, Samoa Combined weight: 484 pounds 
(1) WWE World champion (3) WCW World tag team champions 
a BIG VAN VADER RICK & SCOTT STEINER 


Combined weight: 483 pounds 
(2) WWE World team champions 
THE HEAVENLY BODIES 
Combined weight: 450 pounds 
__{-) No. 1 contenders: WWE World fog ttle 


450, Denver, CO 
(5) WCW World champion 
3 LEX LUGER 
290, Chicago, IL 
{-}) No. 2 contender: WWF World title 


BRET HART THE NASTY BOYS 

236, Calgary, Alberta Combined weight: 585 pounds 

{2) No. 2 contender: WWF World title (7) No. 1 contenders: WCW World fag title 
RIC FLAIR THE HEADSHRINKERS 


Combined weight: 520 pounds 


243, Minneapolis, MN 
(6) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title 


4) NWA champion 


6 SHAWN MICHAELS THE BRUISE BROTHERS 
220, San Antonio, TX Combined weight: 583 pounds 
(3) WWF Intercontinental champion (5) Smoky Mountain tag team champions 
| DUSTIN RHODES THE ROCK ‘N’ ROLL EXPRESS 
254, Austin, TX Combined weight: 453 pounds 


{-) WCW U.S. champion 


8 STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 


(9) No. 5 contender: WCW World title 


9 CURT HENNIG 
235, Minneapolis, MN 


(7) No. 1 contender: WWF I-€ Title 


1Q THE UNDERTAKER 
320, parts unknown 


(10) No. 1 contenders: Smoky Mountain tag title 

8 2 COLD SCORPIO & MARCUS BAGWELL 
Combined weight: 460 pounds 
(9) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 

) THE MOONDOGS 
Combined weight: 450 pounds 
(8) USWA tag team champions 

10 SCOTT & STEVE ARMSTRONG 

Combined weight; 436 pounds 


{-)_No. 3 contender: WWF World title Undertaker (-) No. 2 contenders: Smoky Mountain tag title 
wcw WWE GLOBAL USWA 
World Champion: World Champion: North American Champion: USWA Champion: 
BIG VAN VADER YOKOZUNA ROD PRICE JERRY LAWLER 
(C) 450, Denver, CO (C) 550, Samoa (C) 265, los Angeles, CA (C) 234, Memphis, TN 
1—RIC FLAIR 1—SHAWN MICHAELS 1—ICEMAN PARSONS 1—JEFF JARRETT 
(1) 243, Minneapolis, MN (1) 220, San Antonio, TX (2) 245, St. Louis, Mo (3) 220, Hendersonville, TN 
2—DUSTIN RHODES 2—LEX LUGER 2—CHRIS ADAMS 2—TOMMY RICH 
(2) 254, Austin, TX (3) 290, Chicago, IL (1) 228, Stratford, England {-) 248, Hendersonville, TN 
3—RICK RUDE 3—THE UNDERTAKER 3—AL PEREZ 3—BRET HART 
(4) 246, Robbinsdale, MN (-] 320, parts unknown (3) 239, Tampa, FL (4) 235, Calgary, Alberta 
4—RICK STEAMBOAT 4—BRET HART 4—BLACK BART 4—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
(3) 238, Honolulu, HI (2) 235, Calgary, Alberta (4) 261, Pampa, 1X (2) 230, Memphis, TN 
5—STING 5—RANDY SAVAGE 5—SCOTT PUTSKI 5—VAMPIRE WARRIOR 
(6) 260, Venice Beach, CA (7) 245, Sarasota, FL (6) 235, Austin, TX (1) 234, parts unknown 
6—DAVEY BOY SMITH 6—CURT HENNIG 6—JOHN HAWK 6—GIANT GONZALES 
(5) 245, Leeds, England (10) 235, Minneapolis, MN (7) 280, Sweetwater, TX (-) 435, Argentina 
7—PAUL ORNDORFF 7—IRWIN R. SCHYSTER 7—KILLER BROOKS 7—QOWEN HART 
(10) 253, Brandon, Fl. (-) 245, Syracuse, NY (5) 254, Waxahachie, TX (5) 223, Calgary, Alberta 
8—SID VICIOUS 8—RAZOR RAMON 8—STEVEN DANE 8—JEFF GAYLORD 
(7) 318, West Memphis, AR (-) 291, Minneapolis, MN (-) 232, Dallas, TX (7) 280, St. Louis, MO 
9—CHARLIE NORRIS 9—JERRY LAWLER 9—ACTION JACKSON 9—TONY FALK 
{-) 285, Red Lake, MN (9) 234, Memphis, TN {-) 245, Dallas, TX (10) 237, Memphis, TN 
10—ERIK WATTS 10—LUDVIG BORGA 10—ANGEL OF DEATH 10—MIKE ANTHONY 


(-) 262, Tulsa, OK 
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(-) 276, Helsinki, Finland 


(10) 310, Los Angeles, CA 


(-) 205, Calgary, Alberta 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent 
skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most 
Hated ratings are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character 
of mail that comes to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top 
title in each category; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indi- 
cates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last 
issue. while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


MOST POPULAR 


I or LUGER 


90, Chicago, IL 


Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 


2 STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 


Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 


BRET HART 
235, Calgary, Alberta 


Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular 


4a DAVEY BOY SMITH 
245, leeds, England 


Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular 


5 TATANKA 
260, Miami, FL 


Last issue: No. 7 Most lar 


6 DUSTIN RHODES 
254, Austin, TX 


Last issue: No. 10 Most lar 


RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 


Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular 


8 RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 


Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular 


9 CURT HENNIG 
235, Minneapolis, MN 
Las? issue: unrated 
10 RICK STEAMBOAT 
238, Honolulu, HI 
Last issue: unrated 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN 
Smoky Mountain Champion: 
BRIAN LEE 
(C) 251, Los Angeles, CA 
1—JIM DEL RAY 
(10) 234, Kingsport, TN 
2—TONY ANTHONY 
(1) 235, Bucksnort, TN 
3=—TIM HORNER 
(3) 235, Morristown, TN 
4—CHRIS CANDIDO 
(4) 226, Carteret, NJ 


5—MONGOLIAN STOMPER 


{-) 239, Mongolia 
6—BIG BOSSMAN 

(-) 310, Cobb County, GA 
7—RICK MORTON 

(-) 228, Memphis, TN 
8—KEVIN SULLIVAN 

(-) 252, Boston, MA 
9—KILLER KYLE 

(8) 303, Atlanta, GA 


10—ROBERT GIBSON 
{-) 225, Pensacola, FL 


MOST HATED 


I JERRY LAWLER 


234, Memphis, TN 


Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 


2 BIG VAN VADER 


450, Denver, CO 


Last issue: No. 4 Mos? Hated 


3 SHAWN MICHAELS 
220, San Antonio, TX 


Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated 


q SID Vicious 
318, West Memphis, AR 


Last issue: No. 6 Most Hated 


5 YOKOZUNA 
550, Samoa 


Lust issue: No. 1 Most Hated 


6 RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 


Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 
7 BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 


230, Memphis, TN 


Las? issue: No. 8 Most Hated 


8 PAUL ORNDORFF 
253, Brandon, FL 


Last issue: No. 10 Most Hated 


9 STEVE REGAL 
260, Blackpool, England 
Last issue: unrated 


10 DOINK THE CLOWN 


235, parts unknown 
Last issue: unrated 


Iwccw 
IWCCW Champion: 
TITLE VACANT 
(C) To be determined in tourney 
1—HERCULES 
(2) 255, Tampa, Fl 
2—GREG VALENTINE 
(1) 243, Seattle, WA 
3—TONY ATLAS 
(4) 247, Roanoke, VA 
4—KOKO B. WARE 
(3) 229, Union City, TN 
5—KENDALL WINDHAM 
(5) 220, Sweetwater, TX 
6—JOE SAVOLDI 
(6) 220, Parsippany, NJ 
7—TASMANIAC 
(7) 232, Tasmania 
8—LANCE VON ERICH 
(8) 260, Arlington, TX 
9—TOMMY DREAMER 
(10) 245, Yonkers, NY 
10—JOHNNY WILDSIDE 
(9) 285, parts unknown 


For period ended September 6, 1993 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. 
We have examined our ratings for each of these issues in our Top 
10 and Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a 
point value: 10 points for a first-place rating, nine for secon 

place, and so on. The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 
issues have been compiled, with a possible maximum of 100 
points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in each cate- 
gory. While our regular ratings vallact the past month, these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


ECW: ECW Champion—Tito Santona; 1—Jimmy Snuka; 2—Don Muraco; 3—Eddie Gilbert; 4— 
Ston Hansen, 5—Terry Funk; 6-—Howk; 7—Abdullah the Butcher; 8—Shane Douglas; 9—Dark 
Patriot; 10—J,T. Smith, 

ICWA: ICWA Champion—Cuban Assassin; 1—Frankie Rose; 2—Surgeon General; 3—Billy 
Mack; 4—Bill Payne; 5—Lord Of Discipline; 6—Frankie Reyes: 7—Rico Fredrico; 8—Dr. G; 9— 
Death Dealer; 10—leff Bradley. 

PWA: PWA Champion—The Hater; 1—Tommy Ferrara; 2—Hawk: 3—Eddie Gilbert; 4—Billy 
Blaze; 5—Ricky Rice; 6—Masked Jungle Fighter; 7—Brod Rheingans; 8—Derrick Dukes: 9—The 
Chosen One; 10—J.8. Trask. 

PWE: PWF Champion—ttalian Stallion; |—George South; 2—Terry Austin; 3—Cruel Connection 
Il; 4—Scotty McKeever; 5—Russian Assassin |; 6—Flaming Youth; 7—Stor Ryder; 8—Villdozer; 
9—Super Brat; 10—Scotty Hot Body. 

SOUTHERN STATES WRESTLING: SSW Champion—Wayne Rogers; I—Jimmy Golden; 2—G. 
Q. Stratus; 3—Mike Samson; 4—The Mongolian Stomper; 5—Eddie Golden; 6—Alex Shaner 7— 
Keith Hart; 8—Skyfire; 9—Danny Christian; 10—Billy Marshall 

USA: USA TV Champion—Col. DeBeers; 1—Silver Shadow; 2—Ryuma Go; 3—Jesse Barr; 4— 
Bruiser Brion; 5—Lou Andrews; 6—Sumito; 7—Dirty White Boy; 8—Korl Pope; 9—Done Rush; 
10—Jimmy Snuko. 

WWA: WWA Champion—The Spider, 1—Shasheem; 2—Chris Evens; 3—Ed the Razor; 4— 
Chris Candido; 5—Bobby Sols; 6—Boy Gone Bad; 7—Barry Hardy: 8—Duane Gill; 9—Scott 
Vido; 10-—Abbuda Singh. 

WWC: WWC Universal Champion—Greg Valentine; I—Invader |; 2—Abdullah the Butcher; 
3—Ricky Santana; 4—Ray Gonzales; 5—John Savage; 6—The Barbarian; 7—Dusty Wolfe; 8— 
Lo Ley; 9—El Bronco; 10—Mohammed Hussein. 
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Role reversal. We all know about the changeability of 
wrestlers’ personalities, but this month things have gotten even 
stranger than normal. If you read our magazines regularly, you 
know Bret Hart has been a fixture on our Most Popular list for a 
long time. He was a champion’s champion when he held the 
WWE World belt; he took on all worthy contenders, including 
fellow fan favorites. 

When Hulk Hogan stole the spotlight from the “Hitman” at 
WrestleMania IX by defeating then-WWF World ttlist 
Yokozuna, some fans rallied behind Bret even more. After he 
won three grueling matches in one night to become WWF “King 
Of The Ring,” his 
place in history— 
and in popularity 
polls—seemed 
secure. Jerry “The 
King” Lawler’s 
brutal attack on him 
afterward didn’t 
hurt his fan back- 
ing, either. 

And that brings 
us to Lawler. 
Though always a 
Memphis favorite, 
Lawler made him- 
self a marked—and 
hated—man in the 
WWF. He seemed 
to like it. And with all the nasty mail we received concerning the 
self-proclaimed “King,” he got a fitting spot in the Most Hated 
column. Easy enough, right? Well, not anymore. 

This month, the “Hitman” is the 10th Most Hated grappler on 
our survey, while choir boy Lawler has a similar rank on the 
Most Popular list. 

Outrageous, you say? We don’t think so. In recent weeks 
we've been deluged with letters from USWA fans. They despise 
Bret, and most claim they will stand behind Lawler no matter 
what he does. As always, when the readers speak, we listen. And 
there’s reason for their anger. 

Both Bret and brother Owen Hart have been spending some 
of their spare time in USWA country. They haven’t made any 
friends there. They’ve insulted the South, and even sided with 
hated manager Bert Prentice in Memphis. In the ring, the Harts 
used brass knuckles to defeat Lawler and fellow Memphis hero 


Jerry Lawler 


Jeff Jarrett. 

Several weeks later Bret got help from Giant Gonzales in 
brutalizing Lawler in a cage match. Gonzales provided Bret with 
extra leverage as he applied his “sharpshooter” leglock. 

A few WWF fans have even come out against Hart for refus- 
ing to release Lawler from the “sharpshooter” for several minutes 
after “The King” submitted at SummerSlam. Lawler was carried 
off on a stretcher after 
both matches. 

Enough was enough, 
many argued. 

So Bret is hated, and 
Jerry is loved. Sounds 
strange, but that’s the 
way it is—at least for 
this month, Next month, 
everything will probably 
be different. We haven't 
figured out where 
Gonzales fits into this 
scenario. And we could 
be in for confusion the 
likes of which no one 
has ever seen if Razor 
Ramon should ever get 
the urge to catch a flight to Memphis. Stay tuned. 

Random Top 10 thoughts. A few readers have bones to pick 
with us about our overall Top 10 ratings. 

Why is “Mr. Perfect” Curt Hennig always considered one of 
the Top 10 wrestlers in the world?, wrote Terry Malloy of 
Richfield, Ohio. Just because you think he’s a great athlete isn’t 
enough. Shawn Michaels has dominated him in their feud. It’s 
time you realize Hennig isn’t as great a wrestler as you think he 
is. Good, but not outstanding. 

The Kid in the Top 10?, questioned Jim Zordani of Watseka, 
Illinois. The Kid is a top contender to the WWF World title off a 
victory over Razor Ramon. Sure he’s beaten Terry Taylor and - 
Blake Beverly, but he hasn’t beaten any top level WWF wrestlers 
like Bam Bam Bigelow, Doink, or Mr. Hughes. Until he does, 
don’t insult my intelligence. 

Do you agree? How do you feel about the Hart-Lawler fias- 
co? Should wrestlers as fickle as those two be included in Most 
Popular and Most Hated rankings? We want to know. Write to 
“Ratings Analysis,” c/o THE WRESTLER, Box 956, Fort 
Washington, PA 19034. O 
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NAME YOUR SYSTEM AND... STEP INTO THE RING! ~ 


Get ready for the 16-MEG mayhem of Royal Rumble’ on Super 
NES*and Genesis™!! Check out the all-new, pulse-pounding action 
of King of the Ring™ for NES” and Game Boy’! Tournament show- 
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If you've got the guts...we’ve got the game! 
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